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European regions leading the low carbon agenda
15 September 2011
On 19-20 October Cornwall will be hosting an important gathering of European regions to share knowledge and experiences of low carbon development.
“Showing the way to a low carbon future for European regions” is a two-day conference being organised and hosted by Cornwall Council and Cornwall Development Company with funding from the European INTERREG IVC programme. 
The event will summarise the knowledge gathered during the three year ‘Regions for Sustainable Change’ project which has been looking at how regional development programmes and policies can drive the transition to a low carbon economy. 
The conference will include panel discussions offering a variety of perspectives, including that of the European Commission, as well as an overview of further possibilities for funding interregional cooperation to tackle climate change. Participants will have the opportunity to choose from parallel workshops exploring in detail some approaches to low carbon development. Topics include taking steps towards low-carbon growth; analysing costs and benefits; monitoring the progress of low-carbon policies; and integrating climate change into strategic environmental assessments. 

Opening the conference will be Chris Ridgers, Cornwall Council cabinet member for Economy and Regeneration.  He said “The project has provided the opportunity to work with and learn from other European regions to develop an understanding of what it means to move towards a low carbon economy.  We have also been building an evidence base from which we can monitor our progress towards a low carbon future for Cornwall. “

Delegates from a number of regions across Europe will be attending the event, which will take place at the Bedruthan Steps Hotel, Mawgan Porth, Newquay. Attendance is free but registration is essential.
Further information about the project and conference agenda can be found at: http://www.rscproject.org/new.php?id=45 
Notes to Editors

Regions for Sustainable Change
The Regions for Sustainable Change (RSC) project is a partnership of 12 organisations from eight European Union (EU) member states. The three-year project was launched in October 2008 and is co-funded by the EU programme INTERREG IVC. Through regional cooperation, the RSC project has aimed to promote an EU-wide shift to climate-friendly growth by providing European regions with the methodological means to move towards low-carbon economies.
For more information visit: http://www.rscproject.org/ 

Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company Ltd is Local Authority owned company and the economic development service for Cornwall Council. Its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

For more information visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
INTERREG IVC programme
INTERREG IVC provides funding for interregional cooperation across Europe. The overall objective of the INTERREG IVC Programme is to improve the effectiveness of regional policies and instruments. It is implemented under the European Community’s territorial co-operation objective and financed through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The Operational Programme was approved in September 2007 and the period for INTERREG IVC will last from 2007-2013.

For more information : http://i4c.eu/accueil_en.html 
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