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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - 26.9.11
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DEFRA BOSS VISITS HELSTON'S NEWEST 'LANDMARK'
Defra's Director of Wildlife, Landscape and Rural visited Helston last week to check on the progress of one of of the town's flagship projects.
Robin Mortimer made the trip to see construction at The Old Cattle Market Building last Friday.
This new South Kerrier Alliance (SKA) Community building, currently under construction at Coronation Park, is being part funded through the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE). The South Kerrier Alliance Community Interest Company is a social enterprise set up by volunteers to address the issues and concerns of the people living in South Kerrier.
The South Kerrier Alliance Chairman, Julian Rand welcomed Mr Mortimer's visit and said, “I think Robin was very impressed with the Building and what our volunteer group, strategically supported by Cornwall Council and the South West RDA, had achieved."
Mr Mortimer, who has responsibility for the RDPE fund for the whole of England, was visiting various sites in Cornwall that have benefited from this programme. Other sites included Trewithen Dairies at Lostwithiel and the Cornwall & Devon Mining World Heritage Site at St Agnes.
His two day fact finding trip included a Thursday evening meeting with Local Action Group Chairs from East and West Cornwall, Clay Country and the Isles of Scilly as well as other prominent stakeholders. He was keen to see how RDPE had already benefited the Local Action (LAG) areas and how the remaining period of the programme could be improved or even extended with additional funds.
The four Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LAGs have been delivering projects benefitting many community groups, social enterprises and small business in each particular area. Local people are working together to deliver local projects, however, the five year programme is due to finish in 2013.
Clare Leverton, manager for both West Cornwall and Clay Country LAGs said: "We are promoting to Robin Mortimer and Defra that the Leader/Local Action approach should be continued because it joins up local issues, local leadership and appropriate solutions.”
Mr Rand, who also represents the West Cornwall Local Action Group, added: “Mr Mortimer already had a broad understanding of the rural economy and rural communities. He was prepared to listen to everyone’s point of view and was genuinely interested in what we had to say. Discussions were serious yet very open and informal. I believe Cornwall can only benefit from his visit."
Ends
Photograph and Further Information attached below.
At “The Old Cattle Market” site.
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From left to right:
Rob Hatt (DEFRA), Nikki Mills (CRCC), Clare Leverton (West and Clay Country LAGs), Robin Mortimer (DEFRA), John Burton (Dept.C&LG), Julian Rand (SKA C.I.C.), Peter Hardaker (Cornwall RDPE Group), Jonathan Kearsley (SKA Project Manager)
NOTES TO EDITORS
http://www.southkerrieralliance.org.uk/
For more information on Local Action Groups contact:  
Clay Country and West Cornwall 
Clare Leverton, Manager 
01209 611116
East Cornwall 


Linda Emmett, Manager 
01208 265719  
Visit the website 


www.localactioncornwall.info 
Cornwall Development Company processes applications, monitors grants and holds itself ultimately responsible for the funds on behalf of the Local Action Group.
For more information please contact Nicky Pooley, Cornwall Development Company, Pydar House, Pydar Street, Truro, Cornwall TR1 1EA 01872 322800
nicky.pooley@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk
Rural Development Programme for England
This project is part financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013: Europe investing in rural areas. In England, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013 is delivered through the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE). (http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/rdpe/)  It is an important part of the Common Agricultural Policy and helps create genuinely sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors, whilst bringing wider benefits for the economy, the environment and rural communities. It is the European Union's major investment route for protecting and enhancing the environment while securing a range of public benefits for society. Defra is the Managing Authority and is delivered in the region by the South West RDA, Natural England and the Forestry Commission. For more information, see http://www.businessanswers.info/rural#
