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PRESS RELEASE 
Date 26 September 2011  
Cornwall holds conference to get food industry Clear About Carbon 
A ground breaking new conference addressing low carbon challenges in Cornwall’s food and farming sectors is set to take place in Wadebridge.

The event will be held on the 3rd November at the Royal Cornwall Showground and is being organised by the Clear About Carbon team.  The team is part of Duchy College’s Rural Business School and aims to break down the barriers to carbon management faced by food production and manufacturing businesses. 

The conference aims to promote the economic, social and environmental rationale for low carbon business practices. Cornwall’s food and farming sector is well placed to reap the financial benefits of carbon management, which this event will demonstrate.

David Rodda, Head of Cornwall’s Agri-Food Council, explains “Cornwall’s Future of Food and Farming event is a must attend for all businesses involved in the Agri-Food sector in Cornwall.  A series of experts from across the UK and Sweden will provide the most up-to-date information on Low Carbon Practices that that will undoubtedly become necessary knowledge for the future of business.  Up-to-date research and first-hand experience of implementing low carbon and sustainable techniques will be delivered by the leading industry members such as the CLA, Wiseman’s and ADAS.  This event is a really unique opportunity to gather all the need to know information about incorporating low carbon and sustainable practises into your business plan.”

Andrew Counsell, Head of Duchy College, stated that “The Future of Food and Farming Conference 2011 is a great opportunity for Cornwall’s Agri-Food community to discover what opportunities exist for their business.” 

Leading local, regional, national and international specialists, from organisations such as ADAS, CLA and The Swedish Institute of Food will deliver talks in carbon management, accounting, on farm mitigation and renewable energy production.  They will provide insight into their experience and cut out the hearsay. 

Clear About Carbon, Project Manager Matt Siggs explains “It’s important to get the message out that the forthcoming focus on carbon reductions will provide a great opportunity to showcase all the good work that is done across the Agri-Food sector. We want to highlight that food can be produced and manufactured with even greater efficiencies which is great for profit margins with the added value of lower carbon emissions.” 

“We know members of the Agri-Food industry are busy people,” added Matt, “That is why the day is spilt, with farming focused talks being delivered in the morning and food manufacturer delivery in the afternoon. We aim to provide balanced information and insight to help guide those important decisions related to the advancement of your business. This might be carbon accounting, installing renewable energy generation, new management practises or upgrading equipment. This isn’t about climate change it’s about preparing businesses for a new kind of economy with carbon as it’s currency. ”

Event Details

The Pavilions opens on Thursday 3rd November at 9am for a light breakfast and discussion time, farming focus will take place between 10am and 1pm, a networking lunch will then be followed by the manufacturers focus between 1:45pm and 4:30pm leaving additional time for questions and discussion before the event closes at 5pm.  For more information and to register an interest in attending please call 0845 458 7485 or visit our website www.clearaboutcarbon.co.uk.
Ends 
Word Count: 547
Press Enquiries

Press enquiries should be directed to: Clear About Carbon, Rural Business School, Duchy College, Stoke Climsland, Callington, Cornwall, PL17 8PB. 

Tel: 0845 458 7 485       Fax: 01579 372335          Email: info@swarmhub.co.uk
Notes to Editors

· Clear About Carbon is a European Social Fund financed path-finding project with a mission to find new ways to raise carbon and climate awareness within public sector supply chains. Working with staff in Cornish SME’s across all sectors, the project aims to identify the most successful methods of engaging them to reduce carbon and how this can influence carbon savings in the public sector supply chain.

· This project is a collaboration between the Rural Business School, Cornwall Development Company (CDC), Eden Project and University of Exeter Business School.  The partnership aim is that the findings from Clear About Carbon will be used to guide the future direction of Carbon based projects in the region.

· The Government’s Low Carbon Transition Plan reports that the Agri-Food sector combined produces approximately 18% of national Green House Gas emissions (GHG), with 8% of those emissions relating directly to Farming and 2% from manufacture.  With DEFRA setting challenging targets to reduce emissions from food and farming by three million tonnes of CO2 equivalent by 2022, starting the journey towards reducing Carbon Emissions is now a must for all businesses Agri-Food sector.

· The Rural Business School is part of Duchy College and provides education, business support and applied research to rural industries.  Duchy College is the land-based arm of Cornwall College.

· Cornwall College has eight sites across the county and offers the widest range of high quality academic and vocational training in the country.

· Cornwall College is the only college in the South West to hold four ‘Centre of Vocational Excellence Awards’ 
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If you would like any further information please contact: Rural Business School, Duchy College on 0845 458 7 485 or email: rbs@duchy.ac.uk.
