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Media release





September 20th 2011
National award for Cornwall learning disability programme.

Cornwall Works for Learning Disabilities, a successful European Social Fund (ESF) Convergence investment has won a top national award.

The project helped people identify a route into employment based on their individual skills and aspirations, and received almost £1.5million of ESF Convergence, co-financed by Jobcentre Plus / DWP and managed by Cornwall Development Company on behalf of Cornwall Council.

It has supported more than 600 participants, with 125 going into work to date – well over its targets. Key to success was the provision of job coaches offering expert support, both before and after employment.

Representatives from Cornwall Works for Learning Disabilities, Jobcentre Plus and The Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly will be presented with the ESF Equal Opportunities Specialist Project Leader Award, as part of the ESF Equal Opportunities and Sustainable Development Mainstreaming Leader National Awards 2011, on 7 October.

The awards, launched last year, give high-profile recognition to ESF providers and sub-contractors who go the extra mile in promoting equal opportunities and sustainable development, and aim to showcase the winners’ good practice across the UK. This year’s ceremony is part of the World Skills event at ExCel London, an international vocational skills competition, which is expected to attract about 150,000 visitors and 1,000 competitors from 54 countries and regions.

Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, said, “This is the second year in a row that ESF Convergence investments from Cornwall have won national awards at this event. And this year both CWLD, one of the Jobcentre Plus / DWP suite of co-financed programmes, and another ESF Convergence investment – Clear About Carbon – have won. This all highlights the quality of the Convergence investments in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly and the personal commitment from those involved in making these schemes work.”

Cllr Armand Toms, cabinet member for Adult Care and Support at Cornwall Council, said, “This has been an excellent project, which has delivered great results and directly helped many people with learning disabilities into meaningful, paid employment opportunities. We’re proud of everyone’s achievements in making this project happen.”
COPY ENDS

For further information please contact:
Kirsty Miles, Corporate Communications, Cornwall Development Company.

Tel: 01872 322924 / 07891 700068.
Miles Davis, Communications Specialist, Cornwall Council. Tel: 01872 324423.
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 / 07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
Editors’ notes:

Convergence:
For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£391 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.

Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

Further information is available at www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk  
Cornwall Works for Learning Disabilities: was managed by Cornwall Development Company on behalf of Cornwall Council and its partners; Brandon Trust, Cornwall People First, Cornwall Council Adult Care and Support, Home Farm Trust and United Response. Support for people with learning disabilities to get into work can now be accessed through Employability Cornwall (part of Cornwall Council Adult Care and Support) and Jobcentre Plus mainstream programmes Work Choice and the Work Programme. These teams can be contacted on 01872 324454 or employability@cornwall.gov.uk (more information is also available online at www.cornwall.gov.uk/ldemploymentsupport) and via your local Job Centre respectively.   

For more details about the ESF awards, visit: www.dwp.gov.uk/esf/esf-in-action/events-and-awards/esf-mainstreaming-awards-for-equal/.

At World Skills 2011, as well as watching the competitions, people will be able to ‘Have a Go’ at various skills, access information, advice and guidance (IAG) on skills and employment opportunities, visit exhibition areas and see dynamic, interactive demonstrations and performances. From a European Social Fund perspective, World Skills London provides many good opportunities to showcase the 2007-2013 ESF programme activities and achievements across the country. 

www.worldskillslondon2011.com.






[image: image2.jpg]European Regional  European Union
Development Fund  European Social Fund
Investing in your Future  Investing in jobs and skills




[image: image3.jpg]European Regional  European Union
Development Fund  European Social Fund
Investing in your Future  Investing in jobs and skills







