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Media Release

Friday 16th September 2011
Bodmin Moor Livestock Initiative
Enhance your returns by converting to Easy Care Management systems in the sheep sector

BMLI held an extremely successful event entertaining 50 attendees at Norton Farm, Bodmin on Tuesday 2nd August. The host of the day was by kind permission of Messrs David and Bill Sanders. BMLI invited three different speakers to the event to present on three different areas of interest. The first speaker was Miranda Josephson, a vet with a particular interest in sheep, from Calweton Veterinary Practise, Callington. She gave a practical demonstration on the main elements farmers should be aware of when checking for strong fertility within their rams. She also demonstrated how to extract semen from the ram through the Ram Breeding Soundness Procedure. Through electronic ejaculation, a sample was observed under a microscope for all attendees to view. She also discussed the importance of identifying worm resistance within anthelmintics and how important it now has become to conduct faecal egg count monitoring. She also suggested this activity was available to farmers on Bodmin Moor through the Bodmin Moor Healthy Livestock Initiative.

The second speaker was Lachlan Maclachlan from Mole Valley Farmers, their specialist livestock consultant. Mr Maclachlan reiterated to the group how important it was to fully utilise the grass that has been particularly abundant these last few months. He also justified how the importance of rotating leys could significantly improve the amount of digestible material in the grass and could improve performance drastically. He also suggested weighing lambs as much as possible to check growth performance and optimising anthelmintic administration.

The third speaker was the main guest speaker, Dr John Vipond the highly acclaimed sheep specialist from the Scottish Agricultural Colleges. His specialist interest was the easy-care management systems within sheep flocks which was particularly suitable to the host farm Norton, where they are lambing over 2000 Romney ewes through the latter part of April into May without any concentrate usage. Mr Sanders introduced the large group of farmers to his farming system, stating that ‘They now manage an easy-care lambing system, where ewes are set-stocked ten days before lambing and receive no concentrates. They are checked twice daily, virtually no assistance is given at lambing." 
‘Easy-care’ he emphasised ‘does not mean no care’. The key is using appropriate genetics and culling ewes that do not fit the system. Romney’s with New Zealand genetics are now lambing at 170 per cent and the target is to produce lamb carcasses weighing 18kg-19kg at 100 days. 
Dr Vipond continued to answer questions from the group stating ‘choice of ram has a bigger influence on bonding and survival and the ability of the lamb to get to its feet than selecting for maternal characteristics.’ 

Minimal input systems are attractive for hill farmers where, Vipond claims ‘the perfect sheep would be one with a small head and no horns’. 

He said: "We also have to question the value of wool. As it has now increased significantly over the last 12 months due to market forces, where the individual Romney ewe is yielding over double to gross weight of the average North Country Mule. This is then providing another significant income stream to the already highly sustainable unit. 

With NZ genetics present within the Romney ewe, it provides a fantastic forage conversion rate that complements the farm’s organic status. The ewe is spending more time on her feet grazing, which means she has stronger feet and stronger teeth that last, on average 7-8 different lambing events, meaning that she has a far greater lambing life than the conventional lowland ewe.

The ewe also carries an element of worm resistance that reduce the consumption of anthelmintics. 
Mr Sanders identified that in this years lambing, he only handled 7 ewes out of 2000, which lambed within a three week window in the spring. Averaging 170% per ewe with all lambs finished off grass at 100-180 days. That presents a substantial income from that business.

If you would like to have more details on the Romney ewe, please speak with Mr David Sanders, Norton Fm, Bodmin on 01208 75367 or 07814 002660.        
ENDS

Notes to Editors

Bodmin Moor Livestock Initiative

The Bodmin Moor Livestock Initiative is part of a wider South West Uplands Initiative.  Funded by the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) the project’s role is to work with all those that have an interest in livestock production, to develop and deliver a strategic action plan for continued growth in sustainability in the livestock sector.  They also work with the industry to help them access the funding and support available from the RDPE. 
Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company Ltd is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

For more information visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk or contact:
Kirsty Miles - Corporate PR & Press Communications Coordinator

01872 322924

kirsty.miles@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
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