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Media Release

Friday 7th October
BMLI Cumbrian Study Trip

Monday 19th – Wednesday 21st September

Bodmin Moor Livestock Initiative recently organised a study trip to the Cumbrian Lake District for 8 younger farmers to learn how other upland farming systems work and evolve. 

The first farm visited was Greystoke Castle Farms in Penrith, managed on a day to day basis by David Lawton. To describe the farm as a well run ship would be an understatement. In 2009, the beef and sheep enterprises came within in the top 1% for EBLEX costings. 

The all grass holding of 930 hectares (2,300 acres), with almost all the land classified as Severely Disadvantaged Area, is stocked with a herd 280 suckled cows and over 2200 ewes. The cattle enterprise is geared up for the production of quality suckled calves with the suckled herd of spring calving mostly black Limousin crosses, with an element of Belgium Blues and Charolais genetics. All heifers are inseminated by top Limousin sires, while a team of 7 Charolais bulls entertains all the older cows. Selling all progeny straight off the cow at weaning in 2 or 3 hits, all marketed through the Longtown Auction Mart where Mr Lawton was a director. The group viewed 3 bunches of cows and calves and all were looking in peak condition.

The group travelling further up the hill and viewed a flock of 270 gimmer ewe lambs, mostly of North Country Mules. The farm runs a self-contained flock of 800 Swaledale ewes, as well as 1400 Mules, which go to the Texel ram. All lambing takes place at grass through April and weaning begins through August, with around 3,100-3,200 lambs sold as finished lambs through the year at the livestock market at Longtown.

Mr Lawton’s final comments were that even though returns had improved over the last 18 months, they are still not strong enough for farm businesses to manage without support. He is currently receiving a third of his income from either SFP or Agri-environmental payments, but he still believes production support would be more beneficial. He said ‘If farms were more profitable, there would be a greater incentive to maintain walls and hedges and create a better overall environment for wildlife.’

The group then moved on to view the second farm called Low Beckside, managed by John Hammond. The farm has been run by Newton Rigg Agricultural College as their specialist Hill Farm facility, but it had recently been taken on by the Askham Bryan Agricultural College. The farm is a traditional Lakeland Fell farm, with additional in-bye grazing it includes 4 SSSI’s, 2 raised peat bogs, species of rich wildflower meadows including Greater Butterfly Orchid, Betony, Red Clover, Eyebright and Pignut. 

The farm was all sheep unit - lambing 700 Swaledale ewes. The use of the commons is regulated under a Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) agreement with all the in-bye under an Environmental Stewardship Agreement (ESA). Situated in the National Park the group recognised the unit as a typical Lake District farmstead.

The second day was spent visiting two livestock markets. The first was the Carlisle based Borderway Market, where they were having a large store cattle sale. The market was a really an impressive set up. The group then drove up to the North Country Cheviot Show and Sale of 370 rams and 6000 ewes at Lockerbie Auction mart. The show and sale was highly acclaimed and entertaining a great number of people from all over the country. A fantastic array of rams were on display, the top prize was for a ram at 6200 guineas. One of the group thought the selection of rams was too strong to ignore and decided to purchase a ram. It was a good job there was a well known farmer from Bodmin Moor attending the event to help with transport home!
ENDS

Notes to Editors
A more detailed editorial of the visit can be provided on request.

Photograph

The group is as follows from left to right:

· Mervyn Edwards from Natural England
· Peter Risdon
· James Penter
· Liz Philip, Principle of Askham Bryan Agricultural College
· Will Rawlings, farmer from Cumbria
· David Lawton, farmer from Greystoke Castle and host of the day
· Jason Kendall
· John Hammond farmer from Cumbria
· David Braunton
· Matthew Gynn
· Martin Bloomfield 
· Pippa Kempthorne.
Bodmin Moor Livestock Initiative

The Bodmin Moor Livestock Initiative is part of a wider South West Uplands Initiative.  Funded by the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) the project’s role is to work with all those that have an interest in livestock production, to develop and deliver a strategic action plan for continued growth in sustainability in the livestock sector.  They also work with the industry to help them access the funding and support available from the RDPE. 
Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company Ltd is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

For more information visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk or contact:
Kirsty Miles - Corporate PR & Press Communications Coordinator

01872 322924

kirsty.miles@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
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