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MEDIA RELEASE
19 October 2011
FINALISTS ANNOUNCED FOR 10TH CORNWALL TOURISM AWARDS
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Having agonised over application forms, tourism businesses in Cornwall have spent the last few months trying to spot mystery visitors, waiting with baited for breath for news that they have been shortlisted in the Cornwall Tourism Awards 2011.
But the wait is over, the scores are in and the Cornwall Tourism Awards 2011 shortlist has been announced. More than 120 entries across 13 award categories have been put through a rigorous judging process which saw them scrutinised and discussed by an extensive panel, headed up by experienced industry professionals. 
Factors taken into account included most importantly the quality of service on offer to visitors and value for money.  In addition commitment to staff training and development, the environment and accessibility were also key issues.

The list of finalists sees a number of past winners who have continued to show consistency in the quality of their offer, as well as many ‘first-timers’ in the awards.

Plans are now in full swing for the Grand Awards Dinner on Wednesday 9th November at the St Mellion International Resort, when the winners will be announced and crowned category champions. 
The awards will be presented by TV star Sue Perkins who will present the Gold, Silver and Bronze trophies to winners across 13 categories, along with several ‘special’ awards.  Until then finalists will have to wait in suspense to find out what award they have won.
Chris Pomfret, Chair of the Awards Panel, says: “I was delighted to be asked to chair this year’s panel for an industry that is right at the heart of Cornwall’s economy.  Part of the pleasure came from hearing about excellence in so many parts of the industry, sometimes from businesses I have known of for years, but also from new entrants to the sector.  Many congratulations to them all.”
Malcolm Bell, Head of VisitCornwall at Cornwall Development Company, added: “The Cornwall Tourism Awards are now in their 10th year and continue to highlight those businesses that consistently deliver excellence and help put Cornwall at the top of the list of UK destinations.”
Nicholas Rodda, Managing Director of Rodda’s, headline sponsors of this year’s awards, added: “Many congratulations to all this year’s finalists.  Cornwall has a reputation for excellence in tourism and the standards are very high.  It is only through continual innovation and dedication that these standards can be achieved and it should be recognised that these have far-reaching benefits to businesses throughout the county.  We should be proud of the range, number and quality of the establishments that Cornwall offers.  Well done to all.”
For more information about the awards and awards night please email:  awards@services4tourism.co.uk or contact Robin Barker on 07870 397438.
Notes to Editors

VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. 

VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns. 

THE FULL LIST OF FINALISTS:
(In alphabetical order)

SMALL SELF CATERING ESTABLISHMENT OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by Pavey Group - www.paveygroup.co.uk
· Old Lanwarnick, Duloe www.listedluxury.co.uk
· Pollaughan Cottages, Portscatho www.pollaughan.co.uk 
· Roundhouse Barn Self Catering Holidays, St Just-in-Roseland www.roundhousebarnholidays.co.uk
LARGE SELF CATERING ESTABLISHMENT OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by Stephens Scown solicitors www.stephens-scown.co.uk
· Bosinver Farm Cottages, St Mewan www.bosinver.co.uk
· Broomhill Manor Country Estate, Poughill www.broomhillmanor.co.uk
· Headland Hotel cottages, Newquay www.headlandhotel.co.uk
BEST TOURISM ACTIVITY, SPORT & EXPERIENCE OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by Brewer and Bunney www.brewerandbunney.co.uk
· Minack Theatre, Porthcurno www.minack.com
· Polkerris Beach Company, Par www.polkerrisbeach.com
· St Mellion International Resort, St Mellion www.st-mellion.co.uk
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AWARD

Sponsored by Eden Project www.edenproject.com
· Bosinver Farm Cottages, St Mewan www.bosinver.co.uk
· Dolbeare Park, Landrake www.dolbeare.co.uk 
· Little White Alice, Carnmenellis www.littlewhitealice.co.uk
SMALL VISITOR ATTRACTION OF THE YEAR

Sponsored by Francis Clark with Winter Rule www.winterrule.co.uk
· Geevor Tin Mine, Pendeen www.geevor.com
· Hidden Valley Gardens, Par www.hiddenvalleygardens.co.uk
· Penlee House, Penzance www.penleehouse.org.uk
· Port Eliot Estate,  St Germans www.porteliot.co.uk
LARGE VISITOR ATTRACTION OF THE YEAR

Sponsored by Jarrang www.jarrang.com
· Cotehele, Saltash www.nationaltrust.org.uk
· Trebah Garden Trust, Mawnan Smith www.trebah-garden.co.uk
· National Maritime Museum Cornwall, Falmouth www.nmmc.co.uk
SMALL HOTEL OF THE YEAR

Sponsored by Nixon Design www.nixondesign.com
· Boskerris, Carbis Bay www.boskerrishotel.co.uk
· Hotel Penzance, Penzance www.hotelpenzance.com
· Talland Bay Hotel, Looe www.tallandbayhotel.co.uk
· Tremarne Hotel, Mevagissey www.tremarne-hotel.co.uk
LARGE HOTEL OF THE YEAR

Sponsored by Newquay Fruit Sales www.newquayfruitsales.co.uk
· Headland Hotel, Newquay www.headlandhotel.co.uk 
· St Mellion International Resort, St Mellion www.st-mellion.co.uk
· St Michael’s Hotel & Spa, Falmouth www.stmichaelshotel.co.uk
CARAVAN, CAMPING & HOLIDAY PARK & VILLAGE OF THE YEAR

Sponsored by Cornwall Association of Tourist Attractions www.cata.co.uk
· Gwel an Mor, Portreath www.gwelanmor.com
· Mother Ivey’s Bay Holiday Park, Padstow www.motheriveysbay.com 

· The Park, Mawgan Porth www.mawganporth.co.uk
BED & BREAKFAST AND GUEST ACCOMMODATION OF THE YEAR (inc Inns & Restaurants with Rooms)
Sponsored by South West Water www.southwestwater.co.uk
· Pendragon, Davidstow www.pendragoncountryhouse.com 

· Pentillie Castle, St Mellion www.pentillie.co.uk
· Roundhouse Barn Holidays, St Just-in-Roseland www.roundhousebarnholidays.co.uk
OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARD
Sponsored by Newquay for Excellence Training www.nfet.co.uk
WINNER

· To be announced on the night

TASTE OF CORNWALL AWARD 
Sponsored by Scott Burridge Commercial www.sbcproperty.com
· The Kitchen Tearoom and Restaurant, Polperro 
· Porthminster Beach Café, St Ives www.porthminstercafe.co.uk
· Trawlers on the Quay, Looe www.trawlers-restaurant.co.uk
· Victoria Inn, Perranuthnoe www.victoriainn-penzance.co.uk
TOURIST INFORMATION SERVICE OF THE YEAR

Sponsored by Niddocks Internet Marketing www.niddocks.com
· Bodmin Visitor Information Centre www.bodminlive.com 

· Bude Tourist Information Centre www.visitbude.com
· Looe Tourist Information Centre www.visit-southeastcornwall.co.uk
SPECIAL AWARDS & WINNER OF WINNERS 
· Will be announced on the night

