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MEDIA RELEASE
18th October 2011
Cornwall Celebrates 2012 with a host of events large and small
2012 will be a bumper year for events in Cornwall with major events linked to the Olympic year. The world’s media will be focussed on the county in the run up to and the first day of the Olympic Torch Relay, which starts at Land’s End  on the 19th May on its 70 day journey around the UK, and for the J P Morgan Finn Gold Cup which will be a qualifying race for selection for a number of sailors and nations for the 2012 London Olympics.

Malcolm Bell, Head of VisitCornwall at Cornwall Development Company comments: “Cornwall has a strong tradition of festivals and events and can guarantee a festival to appeal to all interests in 2012 - whether you are into adrenaline sports, exceptional foodie delights or want to celebrate our strong Celtic and cultural heritage with us, there will be a  warm Cornish welcome waiting for you.’

There will be the fabulous annual food and drink festivals demonstrating Cornwall’s continuing reputation for quality gastronomic experiences including St Ives, Boscastle and Cornwall Food & Drink Festivals; Falmouth and Rock Oyster Festivals and Newlyn Fish Festival; Padstow and Fowey Christmas Festivals with Cornish  produce and  gastronomic goodies, many of the festivals include tops chefs in cookery demonstrations, master-classes and markets showcasing the very best of Cornish seasonal produce.

Sports events will feature the J Class and Pendennis Cup Regattas for super yachts contrasting with the many sailing and gig rowing regattas which form the very fabric of nearly every coastal town and  village  the length and breadth of Cornwall.  Henri Lloyd Falmouth Week and Fowey Royal Regatta Week continue the sailing circuit, following on from Cowes Week, whilst venues on the North coast host a wealth of surfing and adrenaline sports. 2012 will launch the Cornwall Festival of Sport based in Marazion, combining  triathlon and its separate disciplines with less competitive elements with the iconic backdrop of St Michael’s Mount, the event is set to become a major annual sporting festival for the county. Top cricket returns to Truro for the Cornish Cricket Festival with an England Women's One Day International against West Indies or India, and a Men's Twenty inter-county match with Somerset. 

Cornwall is steeped in cultural heritage, evident in the vast range of Cornish festivals celebrating our unique history and people with feast days and festivals such as St Piran’s Day festivities, Golowan Festival featuring Mazey Day and Montol Festival celebrating mid winter traditions. 

For something different take a look at Polo on the Beach at Watergate Bay with the thunder of ponies hooves on the sand as the surf pounds the beach, and vintage bellyboarding at St Agnes in the World Bellyboarding Championships with wooden surf boards and not a wetsuit in sight.
Cornwall is fast becoming known as the place to be for its late summer live music festivals. From Relentless Boardmasters and St Ives September Festivals to the brand new Making Waves Music Festival at Looe, there is a festival to tempt all! With Literary Festivals in St Ives and Port Eliot adding to the year round programme of attractions in the county, there is always a festival waiting in the wings!  

Further details of festivals in Cornwall can be found at  www.visitcornwall.com/site/things-to-do
ENDS 

Notes to Editors

VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. 

VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns. 
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