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Media Release
28 November 2011
Cornwall shares its PACE for sustainable change
Cornwall’s growing success in developing a low carbon economy was highlighted on the international stage last week when a successful partnership project was invited to share examples of good practice with more than 200 delegates from across the European Union at the European Good Practice Fair held in Poland.

Lisa Goodall from Cornwall Development Company, Cornwall Council’s economic development company, gave a presentation on a new tool designed to help organisations and authorities to make the right decisions when considering how to prioritise low carbon projects for investment. 

The Prioritisation of Actions for a Low Carbon Economy (PACE) Tool, which was developed by the Regions for Sustainable Change (RSC) Project Partnership, works by inviting organisations to consider a range of key questions before making a decision.  These include 

· How can different actions be prioritised to support Cornwall’s low-carbon economy?

· How many jobs can be created and how much carbon can be saved at a regional and global level?

· How much will measures cost compared to alternative non-low-carbon solutions?

The Tool, developed by SQW Consulting, allows a comparison of a range of carbon mitigation measures on the basis of cost, carbon reduction and jobs creation.  Developed following an analysis of carbon emissions-related aspects of three European regions; Cornwall (UK), Burgenland (Austria) and Marche (Italy), it was first presented at the INTERREG IVC Good Practice Fair in Krakow on 24th November 2011.

Chris Ridgers, Cornwall Council cabinet member for Economy and Regeneration said “The project has provided the opportunity to work with and learn from other European regions to develop an understanding of what it means to move towards a low carbon economy.  The very fact that other countries and regions in Europe are looking to Cornwall and our methodologies for investment decisions is testament to our pioneering advancements in this area.”

RSC is a three-year partnership of 12 organisations from eight EU member states. Through regional cooperation, and by providing regions with suitable methodological means, the project aims to promote an EU-wide shift to economies with minimal greenhouse gas emissions.  Other developments include a Regional Climate Confidence Index (RCCI); Low Carbon Indicators Toolkit; Discussion and Guidance Paper on SEA and Climate Change; Building a Low Carbon Economy – A Handbook for European Regions.
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Notes to Editors

Regions for Sustainable Change

The Regions for Sustainable Change (RSC) project is a partnership of 12 organisations from eight European Union (EU) member states. The three-year project was launched in October 2008 and is co-funded by the EU programme INTERREG IVC. Through regional cooperation, the RSC project has aimed to promote an EU-wide shift to climate-friendly growth by providing European regions with the methodological means to move towards low-carbon economies.

For more information visit: http://www.rscproject.org/ 

Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company Ltd is Local Authority owned company and the economic development service for Cornwall Council. Its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

For more information visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 

INTERREG IVC programme
INTERREG IVC provides funding for interregional cooperation across Europe. The overall objective of the INTERREG IVC Programme is to improve the effectiveness of regional policies and instruments. It is implemented under the European Community’s territorial co-operation objective and financed through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The Operational Programme was approved in September 2007 and the period for INTERREG IVC will last from 2007-2013.

For more information : http://i4c.eu/accueil_en.html 
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