Transformation at the Downderry Coastal ZONE
Linda Emmett, of the East Cornwall Local Action Group came to the Downderry Coastal ZONE on December 14 to celebrate a ECLAG grant of £9,115 which has helped turn Downderry Methodist Church, in just over a year, into, The Coastal ZONE, a community centre.  The local groups, such and the Wednesday Club (seen here with Linda at their Christmas party) as the WI, have been joined by a regular Memory Café, and by groups as diverse as Liskeard Ai Akaido, and the activity days for disabled children organised by SCOPE.  There is a weekly Village Coffee Morning.
Just over a year ago Downderry Methodist Church was ready to close and might have been sold.  The Saltash Methodist Circuit, influenced by expressions of local support, decided to allow the building to be changed  in order to become of wide ranging use to the community.  Linda Emmett gave enthusiastic encouragement and the money awarded by ECLAG has allowed the floors to be repaired and sanded, and the Victorian central heating system to be replaced by a modern one which can be linked eventually to solar heating.
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Users are delighted by the changes,  Mrs Ann Wills, Musical Director of the St Germans Singers says, ‘the heating is much easier to control and we no longer have to compete with the old boiler’, Mrs Penny Madge of the Memory Café says ‘the new floors make the room much more cheerful, they are also safe to walk on if you can’t see very well.  Mrs Veronica Jones, Chair of the Wednesday Club agrees, ‘We have always loved it here, but the improvements have made it much brighter. We are delighted that Linda could come to our party so that we can thank her’.
Linda Emmett adds, ‘it is good to see a small group taking on responsibility for their own community activity’.

For further information on the project contact Rev’d Robert Hurley, 01752 844169, or visit. For further information about the East Cornwall Local Action group, and the funding available, contact Linda Emmett on 01208 265719
