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CULTURE SECRETARY’S OLYMPIC TOUR ARRIVES IN CORNWALL
Six months before the Olympic Torch arrives in Cornwall, businesses are urged to make the most of 2012

Businesses in Cornwall and the South West were today urged to make the very most of the opportunity of the country hosting the Olympic and Paralympic Games, as Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport Jeremy Hunt continued his nationwide ‘2012 tour’ at the Eden Project in Cornwall.

Addressing more than 100 hoteliers, businesses and tourism bodies from across Cornwall, the Culture Secretary said that the region was one of the most stunning parts of the country, and that there were big wins to be had in 2012 for Cornwall – in particular its tourism industry.

Mr Hunt also revealed that the region would feature in major international and national marketing campaigns to promote UK tourism in 2012, and urged local tourism firms to sign up to a new 20.12 per cent discount scheme.
The event, which was hosted by Suzanne Bond, Chief Executive of the Cornwall Development Company, showcased the business, tourism, cultural and sporting opportunities that the Games bring.  
Other speakers included John Penrose (Tourism Minister), Bill Morris (Director of Ceremonies at London 2012), David Fursdon (South West member of the London 2012 Nations and Regions group) and Lady Cobham (VisitEngland’s Chairman).
Jeremy Hunt said:

“Last year, 4.3 million visitors came to Cornwall, bringing £1 billion into the local economy. Next year, with the Games and our biggest-ever tourism marketing campaign we can do even better.  With the Torch Relay passing right through the area – including taking a balloon flight at the Eden Project – we have a once-in-a-generation chance to show the world the very best of Cornwall and the South West. From the atmospheric countryside of Bodmin Moor, to cultural and historic sites like St Michael’s Mount and Cornwall’s mines, and Michelin-starred restaurants like Driftwood and Restaurant Nathan Outlaw, Cornwall and the South West have it all- and we need to make sure the whole world knows.”
VisitEngland’s Chairman Lady Cobham said:

“I’m delighted to be here in Cornwall with the Secretary of State, Jeremy Hunt, and Tourism Minister, John Penrose. This exciting tourism roadshow launches England’s most high profile campaign to boost domestic tourism, and is designed to highlight the fantastic experiences Britons can enjoy literally on their doorsteps. 2012 offers the tourism industry a number of unprecedented opportunities.  Not only will England be showcased to billions of people all over the world, but we have the opportunity to grow domestic tourism by inspiring Britons to rediscover England and take a holiday at home next year. Spear-heading the promotion will be a high profile TV campaign and specially devised discounted offers. Our job as the national tourist board is to work with the industry to harness the pride we know is felt by local residents and to inspire them to act as ambassadors for their destinations for next year and beyond.”

Suzanne Bond, Chief Executive of the Cornwall Development Company said: 

“We are delighted to welcome the Culture Secretary and Tourism Minister to Cornwall during their nationwide tour.  Their visit follows Cornwall’s recent successes in the 2011 British Travel Awards, where it not only won three top awards but is now confirmed as the top UK holiday destination for the third year running.  The 2012 Games provide the opportunity for Cornwall to attract new visitors to the county from traditional and emerging markets.  These visitors will have a first class experience of Cornwall’s outstanding tourism offer as well as witnessing first hand the pioneering and transformational changes across the county.”
Notes to editors
1. For further information please contact Emma Marsh at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport on 020 7211 6271/07919 693320.

2. For further information about tourism in Cornwall please contact Angela Penrose at VisitCornwall on 01872 322933/Angela.Penrose@visitcornwall.com.
3. For further information about Visit England contact Sarah Long on 0207 578 1452/ sarah.long@visitengland.org. 

4. More information about London 2012 is here and here.
5. The GREAT initiative is an international campaign to maximise the tourism and business opportunities of the UK hosting the 2012 Games. We have produced some bespoke images as part of the marketing campaign; these can be downloaded at http://flickr.com/gp/thedcms/9j197d/. 
6. Mr Hunt is making a series of visits around the country to promote the opportunities of 2012. He visited Cumbria on 9 November and Nottingham on 16 November. Other provisional dates are:

· 23 November: West Midlands (Birmingham)

· 1 December: East of England (Norwich)

· 2 December: South East (Canterbury) 

· 16 December: North East (NewcastleGateshead)

· 12 January: London (tbc)
· 18 January: Yorkshire & Humber (York)

· 20 January: North West (Manchester tbc)

· Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales to be confirmed

7. A Cornwall ‘2012 factsheet’ is attached. 
South West 2012 factsheet

The 2012 Games and the South West – In Numbers

1 – The number of Olympic and Paralympic venues in the region.

11 – The number of days that the Torch will be in the region. 


25 – The number of Pre-Games training camps confirmed for the region.


188 – Sporting, educational and other community projects now officially Inspired by London 2012.

700+ – Schools already signed up to the new Olympic and Paralympic-style School Games. 

1500+ – Schools and colleges taking part in the Get Set programme, to celebrate Olympic and Paralympic values. 

9000+ – Companies registered with Compete For, an online ‘dating service’ for businesses hoping to win Games-related contracts and other major opportunities.


4,600,000 – Number of extra visitors expected to come to the UK over the next four years, spending more than £2 billion and generating nearly 60,000 jobs.


12,800,000 – The value (£s) of the Olympic Park contracts won by South West businesses.


South West and sport



As host for the Olympic and Paralympic sailing events, the South West region will host the pre-Games training camps for many of the world’s sailing teams, with the new Weymouth and Portland Sailing Academy, and the Castle Cove Sailing Club and Weymouth College sharing responsibilities.


In all, the region will have 25 confirmed training camps, including the University of Bath which will play host to the British Paralympic team.

And a number of local stars will be among Britain’s brightest hopes for Olympic and Paralympic medals next summer, including:

· Diving star Tom Daley, double gold medallist at the last Commonwealth Games, who is from Plymouth  Andy Turner, gold medallist at the 2010 European Athletics ChampionshipsAndy Turner, gold medallist at the 2010 European Athletics Champgold medallist at the 2010 European Athletics Champi
· Alex Gregory and Zac Purchase, who are current rowing world champions, were both born in Cheltenham.

· Darren Kenny, six-time Paralympic cycling gold medallist, who was born in Salisbury and now lives in Dorset

South West and the Olympic Park
More than 60 local businesses that have played in role in the construction of the Olympic Park, including:

· Structural Metal Decks in Poole, which supplied metal decking and studs for the Olympic Stadium.

· Riise in Plymouth, which provided underfloor heating for the Athlete’s Village.

· B&B Moulds near Ilminster in Somerset, which supported the concrete casting on the Olympic Stadium.

Many other businesses have won contracts to supply a wide range of goods and services for the Games, including Blom UK, a Somerset-based aerial photography firm, which has captured images of the Olympic Park developing over time – giving us a powerful visual record of a unique period of change for East London.

South West and the Torch Relay

The South West region will be the first to welcome the Torch at Lands End when it arrives on 19 May. 


It will initially stay in the region for six days, taking in key landmarks such as St Michael’s Mount Cornwall and Royal Crescent in Bath, before returning later to cover Stonehenge and Durdle Door on the Jurassic Coast among other attractions.


Along the way, the Torch will travel in a Rainforest Balloon at the Eden Project, and will be carried by Vintage Boats in Bristol.

South West and Inspire


There are 188 community projects officially Inspired by London 2012 taking place across the region. Examples include: 


· Community Action Through Sport (CATS) in Bude, Cornwall, which encourages troubled teenagers to do voluntary work by offering surfing courses which help them gain accredited surfing and beach safety awards; and 

· Dance in Devon, a group that’s encouraging the county to don their dancing shoes in a series of events and activities – among them the recent ‘Dancing on Dartmoor’ extravaganza featuring live music and traditional dancing at Haytor in Dartmoor National Park to celebrate one year to go.
South West and Culture

There have already been 64 locally funded and managed cultural projects officially inspired by London 2012, including Teenage Rampage which supports young musicians across the region and played a starring role at the unveiling of the Olympic Rings at St Pancras in London.

Among the big cultural highlights planned for next year include:


· Music Nation (Mar, Devon & Cornwall) – BBC Concert Orchestra working with children and families across Devon and Cornwall, culminating in a concert in Plymouth.
· Alex Katz exhibition (May-Sep, Tate St Ives) – Brooklyn-born Alex Katz, one of the most important and respected living American artists, celebrates his 85th birthday with a new exhibition covering all six decades of his career.
· Shezad Dawood’s Piercing Brightness exhibition (June-Sep, Penzance) – internationally acclaimed Shezad Dawood will present new work in two venues in Penzance before touring globally.
Find out more about what’s going on in the South West as part of the biggest festival the UK has ever seen.
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