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MEDIA RELEASE

07 November 2011
£400,000 pot of funding awarded to Cornish seaside towns

Eight Cornish seaside towns have now been granted a share of £400,000 to support jobs, businesses and regeneration in their local communities.
In a highly competitive bid for funds, Bude, Hayle, Looe, Newquay, Par, Penzance, Perranporth, and St Agnes all succeeded in their bids to drive their economies forward.  They developed impressive initiatives to improve the visitor and local community experience, from promenade and harbour improvements to enhancing beach access for the less able. 
To secure funding, the proposals devised by the towns had to reflect the towns wider vision, offer value for money with support from private and public sector partners and have a clear identified need and quantifiable goals.

A total of 18 strong applications with a combined value well in excess of the funds made it a hard task for the decision panel, comprising of tourism, economy and community leaders.
Central Government and Cornwall Council both contributed £200,000 in recognition that seaside towns have particular economic challenges and issues of deprivation. 
Chris Ridgers, Cornwall Council Cabinet Member for the Economy and Regeneration said “I was very impressed with the creativity and level of support from the local communities the applications demonstrated. Having to advise the projects that didn’t make it through was certainly not a reflection of the quality of those projects, but simply a feature of the limited funds available and the need to focus on the purpose of the fund. We will be doing all we can to advise the unsuccessful applicants of alternatives and will continue to try and help them progress their projects in the future.” 
Steve McTeare, Non-Executive Director of Cornwall Development Company and Panel Member explained “Although the funding pot was relatively small in the great scheme of things, I do hope it will go some way to making a difference to those areas selected and in many instances kick-start some of the bigger picture regeneration projects”.

Ray Tovey, Cornwall Council cabinet member for Localism and Devolution, concluded: “For me, the best part of the process has been helping those communities who are helping themselves. I was impressed not just by the winning applications, but by the enthusiasm and commitment to their communities shown by all the applicants. I endorse Chris Ridgers’ willingness to see how all groups can be helped, perhaps via the Localism team at Cornwall Council.”
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Notes to Editors

Here is the list of successful projects. The level of funding offered is subject to contract agreements and so can’t yet be announced.

	Seaside town
	Project 
	Applicant

	Bude
	Bude Sea Pool Development Project, Phase I
	Friends of Bude Sea Pool

	Hayle
	Hayle Improved Visitor Experience
	Hayle Town Council 

	Looe


	Looe Seafront Enhancement Scheme - The Promenade Improvements
	East Looe Town Trust

	
	Walking Route Signage, Pod Cast & Leaflets
	Looe Town Council

	Newquay
	Newquay Harbour Regeneration Programme
	Newquay and St Columb Community Network


	Par
	The Bike Hub - new activity through small pilot underway
	Resolve

	
	Par Beach Local Nature Reserve - Inclusive Access 
	Tywardreath and Par Parish Council

	Penzance
	Wherrytown Skateboard Park
	Penzance Town Council

	Perranporth
	Perranporth - Destination For People With Disability
	Perranzabuloe Parish Council

	St Agnes
	Bolstering St Agnes
	St Agnes Chamber of Commerce


Seaside Towns Fund

Selected seaside towns in Cornwall were invited to develop initiatives which would improve the visitor and local community experience.  Eligible towns all had a population size of over 3000 people and varied in their needs concerning employment, business and deprivation.

VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company and undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall, promoting the area’s distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns. 

Cornwall Development Company is a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. 
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