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November 4th 2011
Cornwall’s Social Enterprise Business Day.

A collaboration of Cornwall’s voluntary sector and business support organisations are highlighting the value of social enterprise to the economy as part of Global Entrepreneurship Week (14-18 November).

At the event, social enterprise experts will be on hand to offer advice to budding social entrepreneurs. UnLtd is providing the opportunity for individuals with new sustainable solutions to social problems  to pitch for UnLtd Awards of up to £5000 in a Dragons’ Den-style pitching event and other activities will include networking sessions, workshops, one-to-one sessions with a range of professionals, a Q&A with a panel of experts and social enterprise market stalls.

This event has been planned by a partnership of organisations, all of whom receive support from the ERDF or ESF Convergence programmes - Outset Cornwall, Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs, CN4C and PCDT.

Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, said, “Social enterprises are an important part of the fabric of economic activity in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Each of these organisations uses Convergence investment to offer flexible, expert support for people wanting to start their own social enterprise.”

Chris Hassall, Enterprise Coach, Outset Cornwall, said, “Cornwall has a vibrant and growing social enterprise sector, with businesses involved in all sorts of varied activities from sailing to health care, all with a positive social or environmental aim at their heart. Outset Cornwall feel particularly passionate about nurturing and supporting these enterprises as they begin to form a greater importance in Cornwall's (and the UK's) economy. 

“Due to the hugely positive feedback from last year's event we have decided to run this again, making it bigger and better than ever.  The day is going to be packed full of support for social entrepreneurs and all under one roof. I would encourage anyone interested in finding out more about launching a social enterprise to come along and meet the team."
Dugg Polman, West Cornwall Inter-Link officer, PCDT, said, “Over the past few years a large number of social enterprises have started up in the county and the number is growing. There are a wide range of social enterprises, Community Interest Companies, Industrial and Provident societies, Co-operatives, Trusts and Limited companies. These all operate in Cornwall and add a huge amount to the local economy. If you are thinking of starting a social enterprise or you are a social enterprise you will find the day of benefit. We provide information and support in the early stages then pass on to our partners. On the 18th all the partners and support will be under one roof so I encourage people to book a place.”
The free event will take place at the headquarters of Cornwall Neighbourhoods for Change (CN4C) – The Elms, Redruth - on Friday, November 18th, from 9.30am until 4pm. There are limited places for the day and for the business pitch opportunity so book now by contacting Adam on 01736 334667 or email adam@pcdt.org.uk 
A former UnLtd Engage Award winner who has received UnLtd support for his project, Redruth Community Radio, Stu Williams, will be on the Dragons Den style panel. Stu has received various support in setting up Redruth Community Radio which he runs from The Elms. The station gives anyone interested in taking part a chance to have their voice heard and Stu is especially keen to involve hard to reach or excluded sections of the community, including training for volunteers of portable recording equipment and editing. In Oct 2010 Stu, who had initally been supported by Outset Cornwall and Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs (CSSE) was awarded £2,500 by UnLtd to help get this off the ground.

COPY ENDS
For more information please contact: Chris Hassall, Enterprise Coach, Outset Cornwall

E-mail: chris.hassall@outsetcornwall.co.uk  Tel: 07999 227763
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 / 07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
NOTES FOR EDITORS:

Photograph features Stu Williams, Redruth Community Radio.

About YTKO

The Outset® programme is delivered in locations across the country by YTKO. YTKO is one of the UK's leading economic development and business support companies with a 30-year track record in starting and growing successful businesses. Our vision is to create fulfilment and prosperity through enterprise. Our mission is that by 2020 we’ll have enabled the creation and growth of more than 5,500 companies, contributing more than £1 billion per annum to the British economy. YTKO’s success rate, high customer satisfaction levels and ability to deliver a high return on investment for funders, has also earned us international recognition in the public sector and several best practice awards. More information can be found at www.ytko.com
For more information, see http://www.ytko.com www.outsetcornwall.co.uk and www.enterprising-women.org
Convergence
· For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
· Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs

Cornwall SSE, managed by Cornwall Development Company, is the seventh SSE to become established in the UK with support from the ESF (European Social Fund) Convergence Programme and is co-financed by Jobcentre Plus via Cornwall Works for Social Enterprise.

Penwith Community Development Trust (PCDT), an independent charity established in Cornwall for more than 10 years, is running a range of successful projects using ESF Convergence investment. One of these is Cornwall Works Plus, which receives ESF Convergence via Jobcentre Plus. Since July 2008 the project, which is led by Working Links and aimed at supporting people to get back into work, has supported 6598. Of those, 2182 have gone on to get jobs.

CN4C: Cornwall Neighbourhoods for Change seeks to transform disadvantaged neighbourhoods by working with residents and partners to provide life opportunities and advocate long term change. Key partners include Cornwall Council; the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP); Skills Funding Agency (SFA); the Cornwall and Isle of Scilly Primary Care Trust (CIOSPCT); a range of social housing providers and local voluntary and private sector service providers.
UnLtd: UnLtd is the leading provider of support for social entrepreneurs in the UK and offers the largest such network in the world. Through its core Awards programme, UnLtd resource over 1,000 individuals each year and directly invest in individuals. The core Awards programme offers a complete package of resources; from awards of funding between £500 and £15,000 to ongoing advice, networking and practical support. 

UnLtd resource community entrepreneurs to start-up; support those with more established ventures to scale up; and are committed to developing an eco-system of support to make it easier for those who need help to find it.

For more information, please visit: www.UnLtd.org.uk 
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