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MEDIA RELEASE
3 November 2011
Cornwall scoops British Travel Award for third year running

Cornwall scooped three British Travel Awards at last night’s glittering Awards ceremony.  Cornwall was named ‘Best UK Holiday County or Region’ for the third year running and St Ives was again named the ‘Best UK Seaside Town’, with the Eden Project coming away with ‘Best UK Leisure Attraction’. 
The announcements were made on 2 November at a glamorous gala awards dinner held at Battersea Evolution in London, attended by more than a thousand representatives from the travel industry.  As well as the award presentations the audience enjoyed a full evening of entertainment, including one of Britain's most sought-after award ceremony hosts and raconteurs, the inimitable Gyles Brandreth.   

Suzanne Bond, Chief Executive of Cornwall Development Company (CDC) and Board Member of VisitEngland said: “I am immensely proud that Cornwall has again been recognised at a national level. To win at both county and town level is a huge achievement and the fact that the Awards are based on public opinion makes them even more significant.” 

Malcolm Bell, Head of Tourism at CDC said “This is the third time in a row that Cornwall has come out on top in the British Travel Awards, which proves that the county is leading the way and offering the quality holiday experience that visitors demand. The Awards give real creditability to the promotion of Cornwall as a visitor destination and there is significant leverage to be enjoyed from the publicity that a national award such as this brings.”

Chris Ridgers, Cabinet Member for Economy & Regeneration said: “This further recognition of Cornwall is testament to the sustained commitment and hard work of the tourism sector and is wholly deserved. The tourist industry is becoming increasing competitive, and these awards will play a significant role in highlighting the unique quality of Cornwall.”

British Travel Awards’ chief executive Lorraine Barnes Burton said: “The British Travel Awards is the largest awards programme in the UK, created to reward travel companies, with the winning accolade being the benchmark for excellence when it comes to finding out who really is the best in the business of travel for the UK consumer.  This year the competition was fierce and Cornwall is to be congratulated on its achievement.” 

Nominations came from travel industry professionals before being voted for by the British public, including readers of News International publications, listeners of LBC and readers of the British Travel Awards magazine Check-In http://www.magazine.btacheckin.com. In 2011 over 700,000 votes were cast with the results scrutinized and audited by Deloitte LLP.  
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For further information on Cornwall please contact:
Teresa Timms

T: 01872 322928

E: teresa.timms@visitcornwall.com 

Or 

Kirsty Miles
T: 01872 322924

E: kirsty.miles@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
For further British Travel Awards media information contact

Jane Richards

T: 07711 101493

E: Jane@britishtravelawards.com
NOTES TO EDITORS

British Travel Awards

The British Travel Awards is the largest awards programme in the UK created to reward the best companies in travel.  Recognised by consumers and travel professionals throughout the UK, The British Travel Awards are widely referred to as the “Oscars” of the travel industry and are easily the most recognisable of all travel industry accolades amongst consumer and industry professionals alike.  With categories spanning 100 types of holiday experience - transport, destination, cruise, customer service, holiday extras, and accommodation - The British Travel Awards is quite simply the benchmark for excellence when it comes to finding out who really is the best in the business. 
www.britishtravelawards.com
VisitCornwall
VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council.

VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns.
www.visitcornwall.com 
www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
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