News Release

Foundation stone revealed for Cornwall Air Ambulance new base.

Plans for a new home for the Cornwall Air Ambulance moved another step closer to completion with the unveiling of the building’s foundation stone.
Construction work on site near Newquay Cornwall Airport, which began in April 2011, remains on time for delivery of the finished project by Christmas.
A special ceremony was held where Councillor Pat Harvey, chairman of Cornwall Council, unveiled the foundation stone from under the St Piran’s flag.

The stone itself is made of granite quarried in Mabe, near Falmouth, with stonework and lettering crafted by David Dyer Monumental Mason in Truro.

Amongst the guests present for the unveiling were Al Titterington, managing director at Newquay Cornwall Airport; project manager for the construction Steve Murdoch from Wagg Consultants and Phil McVey from Cornwall Development Company.

They were joined by Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust chairman Harold Chapman, chief executive Paula Martin, along with trustee Pam Chapman.

Cllr Pat Harvey said: “Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust is my charity for the year so I’m so pleased to be part of such an important development of the new helicopter hangar and headquarters.

“This charity has been working for everyone across Cornwall, people of all ages, residents and visitors alike, for almost 25 years. This is a huge step forward for an organisation which has a great future ahead.”

Al Titterington added: “The new Air Ambulance facility is very exciting and we continue to offer our full support to the charity and providing them with vital services they need to be able to respond to incidents around the County”.
The development, which is part funded though £1 million of EDRF Convergence, is attracting attention from several other air ambulance charities across the UK, with it becoming a potential blue print for other facilities nationally.  

Matthew Vowels, Head of Development Services for Cornwall Development Company said: “We are delighted to have played our part in assisting CAAT to access Convergence funding. This project has imaginatively embraced the environmental objectives of the ERDF investment and sets high standards for future developments at the airport.”
The structure declared wind and weather tight in October, with interior fit out already well underway, including underfloor heating and the hangar floor being some of the first completed elements.

The eco-friendly hemcrete walls were carefully dried through the summer weeks, with external rendering completing the finish in the autumn.
One of the most eye-catching features is the sweeping curved roof of the main hangar building, finished in a dulled brushed metal to give a slightly “weathered in” look from the outset. The fundraising wing of the building has a Sedum “green” roof, giving that part of the building excellent thermal properties.
Together with other sustainable features such as air source supplementary heating, and solar thermal water, the entire building design has been thought through to keep long term running costs as low as possible for the charity. 
Chief Executive of Cornwall Air Ambulance Paula Martin said: “We’re very much looking forward to 2012, when we can bring our operations and fundraising teams together under one roof during our 25th anniversary year.

“Moving into our first proper home is an important milestone in the history of the air ambulance.”
Since its birth on the 1st April 1987, the famous red and yellow air ambulance helicopter has completed over 22,000 missions, providing a vital service for people and visitors in Cornwall.
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