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MEDIA RELEASE
16th May 2011
Local Broker Sponsors UK’s Largest Yacht Race in 2011

Red Ensign, the Falmouth based yacht brokers, has announced it will be the main sponsor of the Azores & Back Race (AZAB ) Yacht Race 2011, which departs Falmouth on June 4th.

Red Ensign has supported the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club (RCYC), which organises the AZAB, through various activities in recent years but this new deal takes the company’s support to a whole new level.

“The RCYC is an integral part of life on the water in both Falmouth and Cornwall and we are delighted to be involved in this, their biggest event for many years,” says Red Ensign Director David Triggs.

Over sixty yachts representing ten different countries are setting off from Falmouth to Ponta Delgada in the Azores for the AZAB Race and many of the yachts are the type which Red Ensign specialises in buying and selling for their clients all around the world.

“In addition to helping the RCYC there is a service angle and we look forward to meeting the AZAB competitors and letting them know we are here to help them. We can organise boatyard, engineering or shipwright facilities for the competitors, and we anticipate two main sales enquiries: from those who might want to trade up to a larger yacht after the race, and those who - race completed - might be thinking of selling,” adds Simon Carter, Red Ensign Director.

Malcolm Bell, Head of Tourism at VisitCornwall, the Cornwall Development Company tourism service, comments: “This kind of sponsorship activity is great for all parties and is exactly the kind of link between the commercial and the private sector that will help events like AZAB to prosper and thrive both now, and in the future.”

A canon will be fired from Pendennis Castle to signify the official start of the race on 4th June. There will be fun activities at the Castle for children with ‘Time Travellers Go Seafaring’ where children can learn the ropes of seafaring, 1800s style and prepare for naval battle, as they enjoy plenty of hands-on activities and find out about life on the open seas in days gone by. English Heritage are offering those who live in the TR10 and TR11 post code areas free entry to the castle for race day on 4th June.  Pendennis Castle will be the ideal vantage point to view the racing action, where spectators will also be able to see a RNLI display at 12 noon off Pendennis Point, before the 1pm race start when the boats set sail for the Azores.

ENDS 

Notes to Editors

VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. 

VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns. 

The Azores & Back yacht race began in 1975 and is held every four years. Organised by the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club in Falmouth and Club Naval in Punta Delgada in the Azores, this years event will see a record number of yachts taking part thanks to the expansion of harbour facilities in the Azores. The race is open to yachts with a length overall from 9m to 18.5m and covers  a course of just less than 2500 miles of ocean, approximately 1220 miles on each leg. The race  has been the inspiration for many sailors to take the first step into ocean racing.

Further Information

For further information  see www.azab2011.co.uk or please contact: 

Colin Drummond



or

Sian Robbins

Race Director AZAB 2011


    Festivals & Events Assistant

Royal Cornwall Yacht Club



VisitCornwall
01326 311969 0785 495 4647



01872 322873
colin.drummond5@btinternet.com

    sian.robbins@visitcornwall.com
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