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The Countess of Wessex to visit key tourist attractions and activities across Cornwall next week 
11 May 2011
 
Cornwall’s tourism industry will get another welcome boost next week when HRH The Countess of Wessex visits a number of events and tourist attractions during a two day visit to the county. 
 
The visit is being hosted by VisitCornwall, a service of Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council, and Head of Tourism Malcolm Bell is delighted that The Countess has agreed to visit Cornwall. 
 
“Tourism plays a vital role in the economy of Cornwall and the wonderful weather we experienced over Easter provided the best possible start to the season, bringing millions of pounds into the region” he said.  “We are extremely proud of the quality of our tourist attractions in Cornwall and are looking forward to sharing these with The Countess.  
 
“We have drawn up a varied programme of events and activities which are designed to show her the very best Cornwall can offer which ranges from visiting top attractions such as The Lost Gardens of Heligan and Fifteen Cornwall to attending the world famous Du Maurier Festival in Fowey.  
 
She will also have the opportunity to see the new eco lodges which have been provided at The Village in Watergate Bay, near Newquay and visit Mevagissey where she will see the area damaged in last November’s floods and reopen the refurbished Tourism Information Centre”. 
 
The Countess will arrive in Cornwall on Tuesday, 17 May.  Her first visit will be to the Du Maurier Festival in Fowey where she will tour the Festival Village and meet the staff before listening to a talk by one of the guest performers.  
 
She will then attend a tourism reception at Fowey Hall Hotel where she will have the opportunity to meet representatives from the local tourist industry before travelling to the Town Quay where she will get on the Pilot Cutter to sail across Par Bay to Mevagissey harbour. 
 
The Countess will then meet representatives of Mevagissey Harbour Commission and the Town Council and children from the local school before unveiling a plaque to mark the official reopening of the refurbished tourist information centre based in the Country Kitchen.  
 
She will then travel to Hewaswater where she will visit Cornwall’s Multiple Scelerosis Therapy Centre, the Merlin Project where she will be introduced to trustees, funders, supporters and users of the centre. 
 
On Wednesday, 18 May, her tour will begin at Fifteen Cornwall which is celebrating its 5th birthday.  She will then visit The Village at Watergate Bay before travelling to the Lost Gardens of Heligan. 
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 Note to editors 
Further information is available from Malcolm Bell on 01872 322820 
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Please let us know if you need any particular assistance from us, such as facilities to help with mobility, vision or hearing, or information in a different format.
Please consider the environment. Do you really need to print this email? 
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