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March 9th 2011
Social entrepreneurs to celebrate graduation.

Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs is due to celebrate the graduation of the second cohort of its students on Friday (March 11th).

The Cornwall SSE Fellowship ceremony will take place at Penwith College, in Penzance, with keynote speaker Tom Henderson from emergency disaster charity Shelterbox. Ian Baker from SSE London and Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, will also be speaking.

The 11 students will be telling their stories including experiences on the SSE programme and the businesses that they have or are in the process of emerging.
Cornwall SSE, managed by Cornwall Development Company, is the seventh SSE to become established in the UK with investment from the ESF (European Social Fund) Convergence Programme co-financed by Jobcentre Plus through the Cornwall Works for Social Enterprise programme and the European Regional Development Fund.
Sally Heard, SSE Development Manager for Cornwall Development Company, said, “This is an opportunity for all our students to celebrate their ambitions and success in graduating. Many of their social enterprises are already attracting customers from Cornwall and further afield.”

Carleen Kelemen said, “Congratulations and good luck to all eleven new social entrepreneurs who now have the chance to contribute to strengthening Cornwall’s economy using their own unique business ideas and experiences.”

This year’s graduates are (including business name and base): 

Mandy Adams. Love Baby Yoga, Hayle.
Stuart Williams (and guide dog Brett). Redruth Community Interest Company (and Redruth Radio), Redruth.
Elaine Drury. Lovenature, Truro, Cornwall wide business.

Chris Dennis. CASK, Stithians, Cornwall wide business.

Sam Farmer. The Hope Project, St Agnes.

Jessica Stephen. The Rhythm of Life, Hayle.

Martin Bedding. XEL-Model Flying Services, Foxhole, Cornwall wide business.

Marilyn Denbigh. Write Out Loud, Falmouth.

Anton Humphries. Bespoke Support, Probus, Truro, Cornwall wide project.

Emilie Champliaud. Movyans Skolyow Meythrin (Nursery Schools Movement – MSM) Runs pre school at Cornwall College, Redruth, Cornwall wide business.

Danu Fox. Heartsong Ceremonies, Penzance, Cornwall wide business.

COPY ENDS.

For further information contact:

Sally Heard, Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs Development Manager for Cornwall Development Company. Tel: 01726 223376 / 07530262430. 

Email: sally.heard@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 / 07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
Editors’ notes:

The Cornwall SSE, the seventh franchise in the UK, is run by a steering group of partners including Cornwall Council, Jobcentre Plus, Combined Universities in Cornwall, Penwith and Truro College, Business Link, the London SSE and SSE Cornwall Development Manager, Sally Heard. http://www.sse.org.uk/school.php?schoolid=7 
SSE: (nationally) has been delivering support to individual social entrepreneurs since 1997, and has grown to a networked franchise of 9 UK centres. The first international franchise has been established in Australia, with the first programme in Sydney launching simultaneously with Cornwall SSE in March 2009.

The SSE Fellowship of social entrepreneurs now numbers over 430, with a further 200+ currently on programmes. The most recent independent evaluation of SSE’s work1 found that each SSE Fellow creates 3 jobs and 7 volunteering positions on average, whilst 90% experience a growth in confidence and skills to lead their organisation; as a result, 85% of those organisations are still in existence.

Cornwall Development Company:

Cornwall Development Company is the economic development service for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity with opportunity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.
For more information please visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
Convergence:

For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£374 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.
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