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Press release – DRAFT

29 March 2011
Local marine leisure businesses visit Finistère

Five Cornish marine leisure organisations recently took part in a three day exchange visit to Finistère organised as part of the Nautisme Espace Atlantique 2 (NEA2) project. 
Representatives from Surf Action, West Cornwall Lugger Industry Trust Ltd, Cornwall Marine Network, South West Lakes Trust and International Meter Yacht Management had various meetings in Finistère and Western France to explore marine leisure local policies, best practice and to develop common projects.
After the successful international conference in Falmouth in October on innovation in the marine leisure industry, the demand and the interest from local businesses to visit their counterpart organisations in Brittany led to this new action. The idea behind the exchange visit was to explore further the theme of innovation and to develop transnational projects and foster common understanding, an objective which was fully reached. Rich Emerson from Surf Action knew what he wanted from this visit: partners to develop a surf exchange with French veterans and people over 50.  He explained after these three days: ‘For us, Surf Action, we found out all we needed to know and have now planned our return transnational surf camp. This was very valuable for the setting up of transnational surf camps in the future’. 
Cornwall Development Company worked closely with their project partner in Finistère: NEF (Nautisme En Finistère) to develop a program covering various aspects of marine leisure and to respond to the participants’ interests. They visited a new marine leisure centre with very high environmental standards in Esquibien, had a meeting with representatives from the maritime unit in Finistère Council to discuss their policies and talk about economic transition in small ports. John Lambourn highlighted the added value of transnational work on a more strategic level simply by saying that (West Cornwall Lugger Industry Trust Ltd): ‘Two heads thinking about an issue are better than one’. 
The group also explored social inclusion in marine leisure through the visit of the marine leisure centre Moulin-Mer in Logonna Daoulas, an example of good practice in terms of accessibility for disabled users, and met the team of nurses working on the project ‘Voile en tête’, a project enabling people with mental health issues to train on the sea and participate in an international regatta. The group also had the opportunity to visit one of the most well known wooden boat shipyards in the area - Chantier du Guip, to visit surf clubs, a camp site developing marine leisure activities, and the Olympic sailing training centre.  
As part of the visit, the participants were offered the opportunity to work with ‘Partner to Succeed’ to ensure that this exchange visit results in long term innovative projects with French partners. 
The manager of the NEA2 project, Alex Lake of Cornwall Development Company was delighted with the results of this first exchange visit: ‘It is vital that our marine leisure sector remains innovative and we believe that learning from and working with our Breton neighbours is one of the keys to continued growth and development here in Cornwall. NEA2 gives local marine leisure businesses a unique opportunity to explore common issues with a territory like Finistere which is very similar to ours and to develop common projects and trade.’
ENDS
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· Surf camp (Twenty Nine) - La Torche

· New eco friendly building (marine leisure centre - Esquibien)

Nautisme Espace Atlantique 2

NEA2 is a European project gathering five countries all along the Atlantic coast and aims for the sustainable development of marine leisure. Cornwall Council leads on the economy strand of the project and has delivered various actions to support local businesses, including this exchange visit which was the first of its kind within the NEA2 project. 

The project is part-funded by the Interreg IVb Atlantic Area Programme, Cornwall Council, Cornwall Marine Network and COAST and runs from 2009 – 2012.

Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company is the economic development service for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity with opportunity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly
For more information visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
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A few more quotes from feedback forms
· ‘We shall be looking at developing partnerships with organisations in France to address common issues’. John Lambourn - West Cornwall Lugger Industry Trust Ltd 

· ‘This visit was very useful and educational’ Rich Emerson - Surf Action

· ‘I gained a much better understanding of a range of French marine businesses and how they conduct business in France’. Freya Money - Cornwall Marine Network
· ‘Excellent trip. We travelled with great people who we shall also be able to work with in Cornwall’ Russ Pierre - Surf Action

· ‘Every one was able to develop their knowledge of similar businesses based in France’. Freya Money - Cornwall Marine Network 

· ’An insight to French activities and industry’. Costa Hadji-Argyris - South West Lake Trust

What is it going to change in your organisation/business?
· ‘New ideas for future projects’ Costa Hadji-Argyris - South West Lake Trust
· ‘ We met important people from health care system who will help make contact with 50+ and help develop our own work in Brittany’ Russ Pierre - Surf Action
[image: image3.jpg]o ;ﬂi‘l d{l%l‘bi qu l'ﬂ

CORNWALL
COUNCIL






[image: image4.jpg]Project Part-Financed
by the European Unio

European Regional
Development Fund




[image: image5.jpg]NE

A

Nautisme Espace Atlantique



[image: image6.jpg]CORNWALL

Development Company

.



[image: image7.jpg]CORNWALL

marine
NETWORK



