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Media release





June 30th 2011
Third graduation for social entrepreneurs.

Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) is due to celebrate its third graduation with a cohort of 13 students on Friday (July 1st).

The Cornwall SSE Fellowship ceremony will take place at the Eden Project, with speakers including Gaynor Coley, Managing Director, Eden Project, Alastair Wilson, Chief Executive Officer of SSE – UK, and Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

The 13 graduates will be telling their stories including experiences on the SSE programme and the businesses that they have or are in the process of creating. The businesses range from the production of organic plants and commissioning local health services through to a pig farm offering therapy to those with mental health issues and a company supporting children to avoid exclusions from school.

Cornwall SSE, managed by Cornwall Development Company, is the seventh SSE to become established in the UK with investment from the ESF (European Social Fund) Convergence Programme co-financed by Jobcentre Plus through the Cornwall Works for Social Enterprise programme and the European Regional Development Fund
Sally Heard, SSE Development Manager for Cornwall Development Company, said, “Since Cornwall SSE was launched, in 2009, we have already seen 40 students graduate and go on to set up social enterprises. The SSE approach and belief is that social change is people powered and the most valuable assets and resources we have are human ones. The Cornwall SSE team send the very best wishes to our cohort 3 students graduating today.”
Carleen Kelemen said, “Warmest congratulations and good luck to these 13 new social entrepreneurs who are joining the previous two cohorts in working to strengthen Cornwall’s economy using their own innovative business ideas and models. I wish them every success in their chosen enterprises.”
This year’s graduates are (including business name and base):

Janet Popham - GP Assist CIC Redruth

Cath Harvey - Pigs and People. Carharrack.

Carrington Marshall - Inspiring imagination in the community St Dennis
Suzanna Haynes -Think Visual. Penryn
Steve Googh - Out & About. Hayle

David Newman - Cool Kidz. Liskeard
Helena Dodds - Live Moving Launceston
Angela Nash - Panash Adventures CIC. St Columb Major

James Agnew - Constantine Enterprises Company (CEC). Constantine.

Lozena Kysh - Art for Hope. St Austell
Kerry Robinson - Ene Mor’ Recovery Project and ‘Scrap n Tat’ Workshops. Falmouth.
Colin Edwards - Getcet. Redruth
Clare Webb - The Cornish Cutting Garden and Bunch and Blossom. Penryn
Brochure detailing each business is also attached to this e mail.

COPY ENDS.
For further information please contact:
Sally Heard, Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs Development Manager for Cornwall Development Company. Tel: 01726 223376 / 07530262430. sally.heard@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk  

Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 / 07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
Editors’ notes:

The Cornwall SSE, the seventh franchise in the UK, is run by a steering group of partners including Cornwall Council, Jobcentre Plus, Combined Universities in Cornwall, Penwith and Truro College, Business Link, the London SSE and SSE Cornwall Development Manager, Sally Heard. http://www.sse.org.uk/school.php?schoolid=7 

SSE: (nationally) has been delivering support to individual social entrepreneurs since 1997, and has grown to a networked franchise of 9 UK centres. The first international franchise has been established in Australia, with the first programme in Sydney launching simultaneously with Cornwall SSE in March 2009.

The SSE Fellowship of social entrepreneurs now numbers over 430, with a further 200+ currently on programmes. The most recent independent evaluation of SSE’s work1 found that each SSE Fellow creates 3 jobs and 7 volunteering positions on average, whilst 90% experience a growth in confidence and skills to lead their organisation; as a result, 85% of those organisations are still in existence.

Cornwall Development Company:

Cornwall Development Company is the economic development service for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity with opportunity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

For more information, please visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk
Convergence:
· For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
· Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

· In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£391 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.
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