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Media release





June 6th 2011
Clear about Carbon leading the way nationally.

Cornwall is leading the way nationally in a drive to help the public sector buy low carbon goods and services.

Clear about Carbon receives European Social Fund Convergence investment. It is delivered by a partnership between Cornwall Council, Cornwall Development Company, University of Exeter, Duchy College and the Eden Project. The project is all about embedding low carbon skills with public sector procurement and in private sector supply chains.

One output of the project, a one day course - Carbon Literacy for Procurers – has now been integrated into a national DEFRA programme with 19 accredited trainers across the UK. This course has now been adapted into an e-learning programme which will be launched later this summer. The course will be publically available and will make the learning of the project much more widely accessible than would previously have been possible.

David Morgan, Project Officer for Clear about Carbon, said, “There are very few projects like this that have been nationally mainstreamed, so Cornwall is really leading the way in this field.  To develop Carbon Literacy for Procurers I carried out pilots in Cornwall, London and in the West Midlands. I have spent the last few months moving our materials to e-learning to try and make them more accessible. The e-learning course can be used by businesses who don’t have the time to come to a course, as well as, for instance, universities which need to embed sustainability in their courses.”

Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, said, “Environmental sustainability is an integral part of the drive to strengthen the economy of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. By becoming more savvy about issues such as procurement, businesses can not only save themselves money and time but can lower their greenhouse gas emissions.”

The E Learning course includes modules on climate change; the greenhouse effect; legislation and regulation; renewable and low carbon energy sources; carbon accounting for organisations and projects; product footprinting and low carbon procurement.

Mr Morgan explained that the course could also have another benefit as tracking learners through the course could provide the largest ever database about carbon literacy. “This will have potential for research and could be used for future policy making,” he said.
COPY ENDS.
For further information please contact:
David Morgan, Project Officer - Clear About Carbon, Cornwall Development Company. Tel:

01209 617013

 
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 /07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
EDITORS’ NOTES:
Convergence:
· For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
· Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

· In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£391 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.
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