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July 29th 2011
‘Flagship’ workspace receives Convergence support.

An exciting scheme worth more than £6 million to create ‘flagship’ workspace for an expanding Cornish company and speculative workspace for other businesses has been approved for more than £3 million of ERDF (European Regional Development Fund) Convergence.

It is estimated that by 2015 the development, at St Austell Enterprise Park, will create more than 60 jobs. Plans include a bespoke building for St Austell Printing Company Ltd as well as the speculative workspace. Both buildings will be constructed to a BREEAM Excellent standard – a measure of environmental sustainability.

Peter Moody, the Managing Director of St Austell Printing Company and driving force behind the project, realised that the company needed to re-locate from its existing premises in the town if it was to continue to expand but didn’t want to move his staff into a ‘bog-standard tin box’.

Instead, he commissioned the design of an imaginative and contemporary building that will be among the greenest commercial premises in the region – set in its own parkland-style grounds, as a flagship development complimenting the nearby planned eco-town project.  

Mr. Moody said, “My vision is to construct the most sustainable, economical, high-quality building we can, with outstanding design and landscaping in sympathy with the area. Not a soulless industrial unit, but one with a heart. A place that is healthy, safe, productive and inspiring to our employees; a build we can all be proud of.

“Also, our roots are set deep in this town and we wanted to make a statement, to invest in its future.”

Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, said, ““This builds on about £50 million of ERDF Convergence already invested in high quality workspace throughout Cornwall. It is supporting a well established Cornish company in its planned growth adding to the opportunities available for businesses in and around St Austell.”

The printing company premises at Carclaze Downs will be complemented by speculative workplaces constructed to the same exacting standards, to provide a hub for office-users such as professional firms, design and PR companies, small trade, and high quality industrial businesses.

Mr Moody continued, “The units we are providing are aimed at small to medium sized professional businesses and incorporate design flexibility with options to change internal layouts or amount of office/workshop space. 

“The new industrial site will be one of the first in the county to provide the super fast fibre optic broadband continuity offering speeds of up to 100Mb.”
He added he is particularly grateful for the invaluable help that the Cornwall Development Company has given to co-ordinate the many facets of what is a very complex project.

COPY ENDS.

For further information please contact:
Kirsty Miles, Corporate Communications, Cornwall Development Company.

Tel: 01872 322924/ 07891 700068

Email: kirstymiles@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 /07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
Editors’ notes: 

Total project cost £6,325,514

Convergence:
· For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
· Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

· In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£374 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.
· The ERDF Programme investment is intended to boost the region’s economy by providing focussed support for business creating better quality, higher paid jobs. This support includes training and access to higher education, strengthening links between academia and business, improved IT infrastructure, additional high quality workspace and specialist support to boost business productivity.

Cornwall Development Company
Cornwall Development Company is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  
Further information is available at www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk  
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