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J.P. Morgan Asset Management announced as title sponsor of the Finn Gold Cup 2012 

The Royal Cornwall Yacht Club (RCYC) is pleased to announce that investment management firm J.P. Morgan Asset Management will be the title sponsor of the Finn Gold Cup which takes place in Falmouth from 13 – 18 May 2012.  The J.P. Morgan Asset Management sponsorship extends to the whole Falmouth Finn Festival, which consists of two championships for the Finn Class dinghy starting with the British National Finn Championship and followed by the Finn Gold Cup.
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Image Caption
L-R Robin Taylor (Event Director), Geoffrey Evans (Falmouth Mayor), Peter Collett (RCYC Commodore), Ben Ainslie CBE (Triple Olympic gold medallist and five times Finn Gold Cup winner), Malcolm Bell (Visit Cornwall Head of Tourism), Andy Dennison (Chairman British Finn Association) & Jim Currie (Cornwall Council).


Speaking at today’s (Friday 8 July) press launch at the RCYC in Falmouth Peter Collett Commodore of RCYC, expressed the club’s enthusiasm for the Festival:

“The Royal Cornwall Yacht Club is extremely pleased to be hosting the J. P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival in 2012. The Finn Gold Cup has not been contested in this country for many years and will arguably be the most prestigious and competitive regatta ever to be sailed in Falmouth Bay. We are excited to have the opportunity to welcome a host of sailors from all over the world to our wonderful sailing waters in Falmouth. We are delighted to have our title sponsor onboard; the event could not take place without J.P. Morgan Asset Management support. We would also like to thank other generous partners including Cornwall Council, Cornwall Development Company/VisitCornwall, Falmouth Town Council, GUL International, Cornwall Ferries Ltd, Falmouth Harbour Commissioners, Falmouth Watersports Centre, National Maritime Museum Cornwall and Falmouth Festivals Ltd”. 

The Finn Gold Cup is the annual World Championship of the Finn Class, with a fleet of up to 100 boats from as many as 50 nations. During the regatta some of the sailors will be competing to win a place to represent their country at the Olympic Games. The British National Finn Championship, the annual championships of the British Finn Association, will precede the Gold Cup and hopes to attract 40 – 50 boats from across the UK.

The competition dates for the J.P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival are:

· 4 – 8 May 2012 - J.P. Morgan Asset Management British National Championship

· 13 – 18 May 2012 - J.P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Gold Cup
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Roger Thompson, Head of J.P. Morgan Asset Management UK, explained the reasons behind the sponsorship:
 
“We’re delighted to announce our title sponsorship of the Falmouth Finn Festival 2012. We’ve been involved in sailing for the last seven years as title sponsor of the J.P. Morgan Asset Management Round the Island Race and we are also in our 5th year as title sponsor of Ben Ainslie supporting his bid to win a fourth gold medal at London 2012, so today’s announcement further confirms our commitment to the sport. J.P. Morgan Asset Management’s involvement in sailing continues to be thoroughly rewarding, not just in terms of our brand but also in helping us connect with our existing and potential clients. To be involved in an event like the Falmouth Finn Gold Cup with the best sailors in the world competing is an honour and we hope our support can make the event a great success.” 
 

The J.P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival will be sailed in the wide expanses of Falmouth Bay and thanks to the support of key local stakeholders entertainment will be planned throughout the Festival. As a member of the RCYC and a current competitor in the Finn class, triple Olympic gold medallist sailor Ben Ainslie was present to help officially announce the J.P. Morgan Asset Management sponsorship at the launch:
 
“It’s fantastic that the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club have won rights to host the Finn Gold Cup and have a title sponsor in J.P. Morgan Asset Management onboard.  The Gold Cup is one of the most respected events in the dinghy calendar, which I've competed in on numerous occasions and have also been lucky enough to win. I first started sailing in these waters and some of my family still live in the area, it fills me with great pride that Cornwall will get to show off her excellent sailing facilities, I’m looking forward to competing in May 2012” 
 

Councillor Geoffrey Evans, Mayor of Falmouth expressed his excitement for the Festival:

“I am very pleased that Falmouth will be hosting the J P Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival in 2012. Falmouth has superb sailing waters, well-organised sailing clubs and a vibrant and supportive community that make it such an ideal venue for sailing events. There will be an exciting Olympic-themed shore-side programme culminating with a grand firework display, I would like to extend my thanks to everyone involved in the organisation and look forward to a highly successful event”. 

On a poignant note the RCYC are dedicating the J.P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival to the memory of Andy Tyler, who was the driving force in bringing the event to Falmouth. Sadly Andy passed away earlier this year. Andy was passionate about sailing and had grand plans for the Festival – this prestigious event, will be a fitting tribute to Andy’s inspirational vision.

On behalf of the family Gail Dingle, Andy Tyler’s partner said:

“We are extremely proud that the Finn Festival will be held in Falmouth in 2012, Andy worked tirelessly to bring this event to Cornish waters so that the people of Cornwall could witness the sport that he so loved, at an elite level. This would have been a very momentous day for him”.

The official website for the J P Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival is launched today – follow the build up to the event on www.falmouthfinnfestival.com
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J. P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Festival 2012 includes:
 
The J.P. Morgan Asset Management British National Finn Championship, 4 - 8 May
The annual championships of the British Finn Association, regularly attracting some 40-50 boats.  In 2012 they will be held in Falmouth immediately prior to the Gold Cup.  It is expected that many international competitors for the Gold Cup will also compete in the Finn Nationals in order to familiarise themselves with the sailing area.
Organised by the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club and centred at the Falmouth Watersports Centre, the 2012 Finn British Open Championship will be sailed in the expanses of Falmouth Bay, with a total of 10 races to be sailed, comprising a series of normally 2 races per day.
 
The J.P. Morgan Asset Management Finn Gold Cup, World Championship, 13 - 18 May
The annual World Championship of the Finn Class, with a fleet of up to 100 boats from as many as 50 nations.  During the regatta sailors will be will be honing their skills to win a place to represent their country at the Olympic Games.
 
About the Finn 
The Finn dinghy was entered by designer Rickard Sarby in the competition held after the 1948 Olympics to select the single-handed dinghy for the 1952 Olympics. Since its debut in 1952 the Finn has featured in every Olympic regatta, making it the most long-serving dinghy class.

The Finn is a single-handed, cat-rigged dinghy with the following principal characteristics:

Length, overall - 4.5m
Beam - 1.5m
Hull weight - 107kg
Mast height - 6.7m
Sail area - 10.2m2
 
Race Facts and Statistics
Up to 100 competitors from up to 50 countries
International jury (six members)
International Race officer
150 onshore and offshore volunteers
Fleet of 10 rescue boats
Media Centre for international press
Berthing for up to 120 dinghies and trailers
Launching and recovery of dinghies every day
Feeding up to 120 sailors and support crews every day
 
About J.P. Morgan Asset Management
J.P. Morgan Asset Management is part of J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. and is a global asset management leader providing world-class investment solutions to clients. With US$1.3 trillion in assets under management (the Asset Management client funds of J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. as at March 31st 2011) and offices in 41 locations around the world, J.P. Morgan Asset Management offers global coverage with a strong local market presence, and leadership positions in most asset classes.
 
J.P. Morgan Asset Management is a trading name of J.P. Morgan Asset Management Marketing Limited which has issued this material in the United Kingdom and which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.  Registered in England No. 288553.  Registered office: 125 London Wall, London EC2Y 5AJ.
 
About VisitCornwall- a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns.
 
About the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club  - situated in an idyllic waterfront setting of the Greenbank area in Falmouth, the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club (RCYC) was formed in 1871, and is the 15th oldest “Royal” yacht club in England.  The first patrons of the Club were Queen Victoria and the Duke of Cornwall (the future King Edward VII).  The current patron of the Club is HRH Prince Charles who succeeded his father, the Duke of Edinburgh, in 1977.
Falmouth has long been a venue for major regattas, and the club has been instrumental organising major sailing events since before the Second World War. Large yachts of the J-Class visited in the 1930s, and the Club is looking forward to welcoming them back in 2012.
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Supporting Partners
Port of Falmouth Sailing Association:
· Helford River Sailing Club
· Mylor Yacht Club
· Restronguet Sailing Club
· St Mawes Sailing Club
· Flushing Sailing Club
Packet Newspapers (Cornwall) Ltd
Falmouth Marine College
Falmouth Rugby Club

Media contacts:
 
For Falmouth 

Robin Taylor                                                                   
Event Director, Royal Cornwall Yacht Club                              
+ 44 ( 0) 7836 359 621                                                     
cornubiafarm@aol.com                                                      
 
or 

Neil Andrew
Sailing Secretary, Royal Cornwall Yacht Club
+ 44 ( 0) 1326 312126
sailing@royalcornwallyachtclub.org


For J.P. Morgan Asset Management                                    
& Ben Ainslie                                                                     
Dan Wilkinson                                                                   
Into the Blue                                                                       
+44 (0) 1983 247 286                                                                  
+44 (0) 7786 223 444                                                           
Dan.Wilkinson@intotheblue.biz


For general enquiries Falmouth or Cornwall
Sian Robbins  
VisitCornwall
+44 (0) 1872 322 873
sian.robbins@visitcornwall.com    
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