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MEDIA RELEASE 7th July 2011
Masterplan for future of Falmouth Docks complete
The final results of a major three-year proposal to map out an ambitious long term future for Falmouth Docks and how the port can help drive economic growth for the town will be made public this week.

The Port of Falmouth Development Initiative was formed in 2008 to prepare and progress proposals for the development of the Port, particularly focussed on proposals for the Docks area. The result of this work - The Port of Falmouth Masterplan – is now complete and will be published and available online from 6th July.
The Masterplan is the result of independent studies by world leading consultants, extensive public consultation, and the work of the Port of Falmouth Development Initiative members, which includes representatives from Cornwall Council, Falmouth Harbour Commissioners, A&P Falmouth, Pendennis Shipyard, Falmouth Petroleum Ltd, Cornwall Development Company and the South West RDA (Regional Development Agency).

The Port of Falmouth Masterplan is available online from 6th July at www.cornwall.gov.uk/falmouth. Copies of the Masterplan will also be available for reference at Falmouth Library and Falmouth One-Stop-Shop.
The proposals, which centre around Falmouth Docks, set out projects for the next five years, as well as for the longer term up to 2026. These include modernising ship repair facilities, upgrading wharves at the Docks, improving bunkering services, a new 290 berth marina and providing a new superyacht basin, workshops and associated facilities.
The plans also include a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant, which will create low carbon heat and electricity for the docks and has the ultimate potential to be connected to the wider town.

The strategic aim of the study is to ensure Falmouth is maintained and developed as a successful and viable operational port that is of regional significance and makes a major and continuing contribution to the Cornish economy and the wellbeing of local communities. 
One of the main issues highlighted by the study is the need to dredge the channel into Falmouth Docks, to safeguard the existing port functions as well as developing businesses requiring use of the port by larger vessels. The approach to the harbour is shallow by the standards of modern ports, making it unsuitable for larger vessels, particularly the ever-increasing demand for visiting cruise ships.

David Ellis, Chairman of Falmouth Harbour Commissioners, said: “The completion of Port of Falmouth Masterplan is the result of a great deal of careful work and extensive consultation across all areas of the community. It is a major milestone for Falmouth and presents an exciting opportunity to create a successful future for the town by ensuring we have a thriving, developing port at its heart.”
Peter Child, Managing Director of A&P Falmouth, said: “The completion of the Masterplan is great news for Falmouth and the future of our thriving port, but the hard work really starts now. We still strongly believe that dredging a deep water channel into Falmouth will play a crucial part in ensuring the docks has a sustainable future. Without dredging, many elements of the masterplan can not go ahead. A&P Falmouth continues to be committed to operating in the highly skilled ship repair and maritime sector and developing its growing reputation as a leader in the marine renewable energy sector."
Henk Wiekens, Joint Managing Director of Pendennis Shipyard, said: “The development of the Masterplan has provided a valuable opportunity to collectively explore the long-term future of Falmouth Docks and the relationship with the businesses within its borders.  This has been a thought provoking process and has highlighted some exciting plans on the horizon and I would like to thank Cornwall Council, CDC and all the partners for their support throughout the project.”
Cllr Mike Varney, Chairman of Strategic Planning for Cornwall Council, said: “The unveiling of the Masterplan is fantastic news. I would like to commend the partnership working, demonstrating what can be achieved when organisations pull together in the same direction.  This represents a terrific opportunity for Falmouth and Cornwall alike, helping to underpin the economic future of the area.”

Paul Denmead, Terminal Operations Manager for Falmouth Petroleum Ltd, said: “
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Notes to Editors:

Falmouth Harbour Commissioners 

Falmouth Harbour Commissioners are a statutory port authority with responsibility for the Inner Harbour at Falmouth (excluding Falmouth Docks), the Penryn River up as far as Boyers Cellars, the southern part of the Carrick Roads and a large part of Falmouth Bay. As well as providing regulation of its Harbour Area the Commissioners provide small craft facilities for residents and visitors. 

Falmouth Harbour Commissioners is a statutory port undertaking created by an act of parliament in 1870.  It operates as a trust port and has a board of eight commissioners who act as trustees.  Falmouth Harbour Commissioners are committed to operating the harbour in an open and accountable manner and welcome feedback from harbour users.

For further information, contact:

John Casey
Deborah Clark Associates

01208 77900

07796 615864
john.casey@dca-pr.co.uk
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