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January 12th 2012
Four new social enterprises supported.

Four social enterprises are being set up using cash awards from a charity following a Dragon’s Den style competition. Issues that will be tackled by the social enterprises include teaching healthy diet and cookery to young people; support for people whose first language is not English; communication between offenders and the victims of their crimes and art workshops for children with life limiting conditions.

The five women setting up the four social enterprises, in St Austell and Falmouth, have all received support from Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs. Cornwall SSE, managed by Cornwall Development Company, is the seventh SSE to become established in the UK with support from the ESF (European Social Fund) Convergence Programme co-financed by Jobcentre Plus via Cornwall Works for Social Enterprise and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

The Dragon’s Den style competition took place in November (2011) and was aimed at highlighting the value Social Enterprises have to the economy. UnLtd the foundation for social entrepreneurs awarded cash to support those entrepreneur’s with the best pitches.
Deborah Mitchell received the highest award of £5,000 and is now setting up RJ Working in Falmouth initially. The enterprise will promote communication between the victims of crime and the offenders with an aim of offering positive changes for both.

Deborah explained, “RJ Working is a new social enterprise to promote and develop restorative justice in Cornwall's communities.  Restorative justice is a phrase used to describe a meeting or written communication between the victim of a crime and the person who committed the offence, but a restorative approach can also be valuable in schools, neighbour disputes or in workplace conflicts – it’s basically a constructive approach to problems, promoting dialogue and recovery.

“The project is aimed at those harmed by crime and those who have caused the harm and the independent contact may start with either.  Ultimately, the target is the community, the promotion of safety and the capacity to recover and rebuild.

 “First, I'd want to thank Cornwall SSE and UnLtd, for their invaluable support - I've learned a huge amount in a short time. Although of course the start up grant is really welcome, it’s the affirmation, teaching and encouragement I've been given which is key to stepping forward and helping Restorative Justice be made available for all victims of crime in Cornwall.”

Sally Heard, Cornwall SSE Development Manager said: “We were absolutely thrilled to see five of our students receive an award at this Social Enterprise celebratory event. Each of our students has worked incredibly hard to develop their enterprises. These UnLtd awards are an affirmation of their hard work and newly acquired business acumen skills developed over the duration of the Cornwall SSE programme.”

Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, said, “The support being offered to these entrepreneurs from various sources offers them the opportunity to turn their ideas into business success helping themselves, the economy and the community in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. I wish each one the very best with these inspired ideas.”

One of the entrepreneurs – Heather Hunt has also received support from Outset Cornwall, an ERDF (European Regional Development Fund) Convergence investment.

The other social enterprises being set up using the UnLtd awards are:

FALMOUTH FUSION (Falmouth). Sarah Lucia Rapetti aims to provide language and social support for people whose first language is not English and to promote other cultures to the established community.

Sarah said, “My vision is for people of all ethnic origins to feel confident in dealing with everyday situations in the UK and to take an active role in their community; in addition, to promote the benefits of including people from other cultures, to the established community.  

“Having worked in the industry for a number of years, and specifically in Falmouth since 2006, I have identified my project as a need. It is aimed at non-native speakers of English already resident in Falmouth and the surrounding area, typically people planning to stay in the area in the medium or long-term.  

“It will improve employability and safety at work; advice/signpost to improve access to community information and provide a non-judgmental environment which will help to reduce isolation.”

CARE TO COOK (St Austell). Shirley Oliver says Care to Cook provides budgeting, nutrition and basic cookery advice and a hands-on practical cooking qualification to help people to improve their diet, live healthier lives and then potentially go on to get a job in the catering and hospitality industry.  

She said, “The idea is inspired by having taught teenagers, some of whom have become young parents, who have needed to become independent and learn basic home keeping skills.  My vision is to give them the basic skills they need and the confidence to practice these in their own homes as well as pass them on to others, including family and friends.

“It is aimed at young adults, young parents and any other members of the community wishing to learn how to eat more healthily.  

“At the end of the course they should be able to budget, buy nutritious, healthy and economical foods, prepare and cook these for the benefit of themselves and their families.  For those seeking employment, the course will include work skills to help them prepare for and find jobs.  

“It is anticipated that a kitchen will become available in the next few months within a community centre which provides crèche and pre-school facilities to care for the children whilst their parents learn.  In the meantime, I hope to pilot the scheme in existing community centres in the Restormel area using the UnLtd start-up funding.”

ART FOR HOPE (Lozena Kysh – St Austell) and POTS U PAINT (Heather Hunt – Fowey). Lozena Kysh and Heather Hunt submitted a joint application for an UnLtd award.

ART FOR HOPE.  Lozena plans a programme of art workshops for the children, and their families, at Little Harbour, a children’s hospice in St Austell, to help them to benefit from taking part in creating art work together

Lozena said, “The children and their families will find that creating art is soothing and facilitates expression of thoughts and feelings not expressed in words, which helps to deal with the emotional pain and the anguish of living with a life limiting condition. As an art practitioner working in Cornwall for more then two years, in children’s centres and care homes, I am aware of the real benefits that art brings to the people taking part and those around them.”  

POTS U PAINT.  Heather is planning pottery sessions with adults with learning difficulties at GOAL, in St Ives and Liskeard. Heather runs a variety of workshop styles sessions for enjoyment and well-being.  "Research shows that creativity has a positive impact on lives, getting ‘arty’ makes people happier and healthier. These workshops would also provide new skills, increased dexterity, new interests and community involvement," said Heather.
COPY ENDS.

If anyone is interested in finding out more from Cornwall SSE and what is available please contact Cornwall@sse.org.uk or 01726 223 586.

For further information please contact:

Sally Heard, Cornwall SSE Development Manager. Tel: 01726 223586.
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 / 07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
Editors’ notes:
Convergence:
· For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
· Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

· In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£391 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.

Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

Further information is available at www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk  

Kirsty Miles, Corporate Communications, Cornwall Development Company.

Tel: 01872 322924 / 07891 700068.
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