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Cornwall takes inventory of green house gases
The significant progress which is being made to reduce carbon emissions in Cornwall can now be accurately measured for the first time – thanks to the publication of an inventory which details the levels of greenhouses gases being produced.
The 2007 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly was the UK’s first area based ‘community-wide’ GHG report when it was originally commissioned by Cornwall Development Company, with funding from Cornwall Council, in 2009. 
The updated inventory, which was formally released this week, has been expanded and now includes the figures for 2008. 
The inventory shows that in 2008 Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly were estimated to have emissions amounting to 4,734 thousand tonnes of CO2 equivalent, an overall reduction of 3.4% on the level of emissions for 2007. 

The inventory quantifies the amount of greenhouse gases emitted from Cornwall in 2008 in a range of areas:
· Transportation 21% 
· Domestic 32% 
· Commercial & Industrial 25.5% 
· Waste & Wastewater 5.2% 
· Agriculture 16.4% 
The information on emissions levels in the report will continue to be used to help public and private sector organisations to set carbon reduction targets, and identify the areas of most concern.  It will also be used to prioritise actions to help Cornwall fulfil its ambition to deliver a leading low carbon economic programme. 
Julian German, Cornwall Council’s portfolio holder for Waste Management, Climate Change and Historic Environment, said: “I welcome an empirical evidence base to show how Cornwall is performing in relation to its carbon reduction commitment. The reduction from 2007 to 2008 is welcome news. 
“Cornwall Council is working hard to achieve ambitious carbon emissions reductions but if this is to have any significance we need communities, as well as the public and private sector all striving for the same goals.  2012 will see an escalation of our efforts and this will reap environmental, economic and social benefits for Cornwall.”
The inventory will provide a key evidence base to monitor the progress of Cornwall Council’s Green Cornwall programme, which aims to provide co-oordinated leadership for the foundations for a low carbon economy.  

Steven Ford, Green Cornwall Programme Manager said “the use of evidence for understanding where we are, and more importantly where we want to go, is crucial if Cornwall is to achieve its goals in reducing its green house gas emissions. The inventory provides us with the information to focus our activities on areas where emissions remain an issue, and also provide us with a robust mechanism to measure our progress during the coming years. 
The Greenhouse Gas Inventory was developed under the Regions for Sustainable Change (RSC) Project Partnership, managed by Cornwall Development Company on behalf of Cornwall Council.
Ben Simpson, Chair of Cornwall GHG Inventory Steering Group and policy officer for Cornwall Development Company says “The release of the 2008 Cornwall Greenhouse Gas Inventory allows us to properly measure Cornwall’s progress at reducing its carbon footprint for the first time.  By taking into consideration the emissions of both carbon dioxide and the significantly more powerful Greenhouse Gases - Methane and Nitrous Oxide – Cornwall is breaking new ground in regional carbon account in the UK.

“This year’s release is particularly significant as the provision of a year-on-year comparison for the county’s Greenhouse Gas emission demonstrates Cornwall’s growing leadership in the emerging field carbon accounting.  And of course, most importantly, because this year’s inventory shows that Cornwall delivered a 3.4% reduction in Greenhouse Gas emitted between 2007 and 2008.” 
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Notes to Editors
The 2008 Greenhouse Gases Inventory for Cornwall & the Isles of Scilly is available to download from the Cornwall Development Company website.
Regions for Sustainable Change

RSC is a three-year partnership of 12 organisations from eight EU member states. Through regional cooperation, and by providing regions with suitable methodological means, the project aims to promote an EU-wide shift to economies with minimal greenhouse gas emissions.  Other developments include a Regional Climate Confidence Index (RCCI); Low Carbon Indicators Toolkit; Discussion and Guidance Paper on SEA and Climate Change; Building a Low Carbon Economy – A Handbook for European Regions.

The three-year project was launched in October 2008 and is co-funded by the EU programme INTERREG IVC. For more information visit: http://www.rscproject.org/ 

INTERREG IVC programme
INTERREG IVC provides funding for interregional cooperation across Europe. The overall objective of the INTERREG IVC Programme is to improve the effectiveness of regional policies and instruments. It is implemented under the European Community’s territorial co-operation objective and financed through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The Operational Programme was approved in September 2007 and the period for INTERREG IVC will last from 2007-2013.

For more information : http://i4c.eu/accueil_en.html 
Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company Ltd is Local Authority owned company and the economic development service for Cornwall Council. Its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

For more information visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
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