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MEDIA RELEASE
18th February 2011
Cornwall Teams Up with Devon in German Tourism Campaign 
VisitCornwall, the Cornwall Development Company tourism service, has joined forces with its Devon counterpart in an exciting public relations campaign to promote the region to German visitors. 

As well as pooling their resources, the two organisations will draw on their respective counties similarities and neighbouring locations to capitalise on, and build, the awareness that already exists for the region as a holiday destination among Germans.  
Malcolm Bell, Head of Tourism at VisitCornwall, explains: “8% of the 4.5 million visitors that come to Cornwall each year are from overseas and we know that of these, approximately half are from Germany. Focusing on this key market in partnership with Devon will offer greater effectiveness and return on investment than mass market promotion could achieve and will enable us to maximise the positive associations for the region that have already been established.”

The campaign will be driven by consumer and trade PR activity in a bid to increase German media coverage of the region and will include journalist visits, press events and travel focused news feeds. There will also be some cross over with other German speaking markets such as Austria and Switzerland. The campaign will reinforce images of the region being fantastic for walking, beautiful scenery and full of and literacy connections, whilst also enhancing perceptions of the diversity of what is on offer for visitors. 
Frankfurt based PR and marketing agency, BZ.COMM, has been appointed to coordinate the campaign and will also manage a German Facebook site for Cornwall and Devon.
Beate Zwerman, Owner and Director at BZ.COMM, comments: “We are absolutely thrilled to look after the public relations for Cornwall and Devon. We strongly believe that the Southwest of England is the perfect holiday destination for Germans, Swiss and Austrians and we are delighted to help raise the profile of the two counties. We look forward to showing the German speaking audience the whole range of touristic offers that are available in Cornwall and Devon.”

In an notable start to the campaign Cornwall and Devon will have a presence alongside destinations from across the globe when the region exhibits at ITB in Berlin which is regarded as being one of the most important trade and consumer events in the worldwide travel industry. 
ENDS

Notes to Editors

VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. 

VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns. 

BZ.COMM, named after the agency's founder and Managing Director Beate Zwermann, is a leading communications specialist in the tourism industry. Since August 2000, the now 16 people strong team around Beate Zwermann leads the PR activities for many companies from all sectors of tourism. The portfolio includes destinations, airlines, ferry operators, tour operators, hotels, travel agencies and tourist co-operations as well as service providers. Another focus is the consumer health field. For 
BZ.COMM classical PR goes hand in hand with marketing and creativeness with continuity to get national and international clients in direct contact with their target groups. The agency focuses on new ways of marketing, particularly in the areas of online PR and social media management. 
BZ.COMM is an associate member of the German Travel Association (DRV) and of the International Tourism Communication Network (ITCN), an agency network in 27 European countries for membership in the and internationally through its close cooperation with TAL Aviation, a leading global provider of airline representative mean best contacts all over the world. 
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