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                                                                 Press Release
Embargoed until Thursday 10th February                       
UK’s leading pop entrepreneur to speak at Cornwall Business Awards
The Cornwall Development Company has announced that Pete Waterman OBE will be the celebrity speaker at the Cornwall Business Awards 2011, the most prestigious business awards event in the county.
As a senior statesman of the music industry with over 40 years’ experience, Pete Waterman has sold in excess of 500 million records worldwide and been instrumental in the development of dozens of internationally successful acts such as Kylie Minogue, John Travolta, Rick Astley, Bananarama and Steps. As part of the phenomenally successful Stock Aitken Waterman song writing and production team, Pete scored an unrivalled run of global hits in the 80s and 90s, launching many new acts and collaborating with established music legends including Paul McCartney, Cliff Richard and the Three Degrees. 
Pete Waterman says: “From small beginnings it is through being entrepreneurial that I have developed my own businesses. I am passionate about the power of entrepreneurs to transform individual lives and economies.

“I have built a significant part of my career on the ability to spot talent and never cease to be amazed by how much talent there is at every level of society.

“In Cornwall, there has never been a shortage of talented entrepreneurs.  

It is that talent and energy that is behind the economic resurgence that we are now seeing happening in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly and I am looking forward to      meeting some of the outstanding businesses which are helping propel Cornwall into  a bright new future”.
Around 300 business leaders are expected to attend the awards dinner at St Mellion International Resort on 19th May.
Suzanne Bond, Chief Executive of Cornwall Development Company, says: “We are delighted that Pete Waterman, who is himself a successful entrepreneur with a wide range of business interests, will be joining us at the Cornwall Business Awards as these shine the spotlight on the stars of today’s vibrant business community in Cornwall.
“This is the sixth year that Cornwall Development Company has staged the Cornwall Business Awards and every single year, the range and quality of businesses entering seems to be higher.”   
Any business based in Cornwall or the Isles of Scilly can enter one or more of   fourteen award categories, including Best International Business and Best Use of Technology. 
Carolyn Rule, Cornwall Council’s Cabinet Member for Economy & Regeneration, said “The Business Awards demonstrate the breadth of Cornwall’s innovative and creative business environment and we are looking forward to welcoming Mr Waterman in helping us celebrate our successes.”
Entries for the Cornwall Business Awards 2011 should be made online and the closing date for entries is March 14th.
A full list of the award categories and criteria, and an online entry form, are available at www.cornwallbusinessawards.co.uk 

Awards:





Sponsors:

· Young Enterprise



University of Plymouth 
· Young Business Person of the Year
First Great Western
· Best New Business in Cornwall

Worldwide Financial Planning
· Best Third Sector Business

The Eden Project
· Customer Focus



Business Cornwall
· Employer of the Year


Cornwall College Business
· Best Use of Technology


BT
· Most Creative Use of the Web

University College Falmouth     
· Excellence in Marketing


NatWest
· Most Dynamic Growth Business
Superfast Cornwall        
· Best Diversification


Niddocks Internet Marketing
· Best International Business

Export Cornwall
· Business Innovation of the Year
CUC             
· Entrepreneur of the Year


Coodes        
· Business Leader of the Year

Ginsters
· Winner of Winners



Cornwall Development Company
- ENDS -
For more information, please contact: Lynn File at Brand Innovation on 01208 821787
Notes to Editors:
Cornwall Development Company is the economic development service for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity with opportunity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

For more information, please visit www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 
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