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£800K Regeneration Boost for Newquay Harbour

Newquay Community Network has helped secure over £880,000 in funding to regenerate Newquay’s working harbour and improve its appeal as a tourist attraction.  The funding will provide new facilities for fishermen and marketing and promotional activity for the port as part of the town’s tourist offer. 
The ‘Treffry Centre’ will be fishermen’s storage facilities (replacing that which burned down in 2008) as well as office and training space for use by the fishing community.  A low water landing stage, lighting, signage and CCTV will also be installed.  Railings will be included on the Quay so that visitors can enjoy being part of a busy fishing port without impeding the working fishermen.  Please note the proposed developments are still subject to planning permission and may be altered as required. As part of the visitor offer, a new website for Newquay Harbour will be implemented to promote and support the working of the operational harbour while encouraging greater tourism – linked in to the VisitCornwall and Tourist Information Centre marketing websites. 
The investment is made up of a £664,568 European Fisheries Fund (EFF) grant (managed in the UK by the Marine Management Organisation), £106,523 from Cornwall Seaside Towns Programme and the remainder being provided from insurance money following the 2008 fire.   
Cornwall Council Maritime Manager Andy Brigden says: “This project is vital to ensure that existing and future fishing businesses and marine related activity is actively encouraged, to grow and attract greater numbers of tourism visitors to the port.   The success of securing the funding is a testament to the importance of Newquay Harbour as a working port and the contribution it makes to the local economy.”
Cornwall Councillor & Community Network Chair Joanna Kenny says: “This is a huge success for a genuine partnership between the Community Network and the harbour people that took advantage of the opportunities provided by the Seaside Towns programme, for the benefit of Newquay’s much loved Harbour.   The grant from EFF will allow us to transform the facilities for our fishing fleet and lays the foundation for future development.  We have proven that ambitious plans can succeed even in these uncertain financial times, but it has involved real hard work and commitment from the team beavering away behind the scenes over an amazingly short timescale.  We are particularly grateful to Andy Brigden - Cornwall Council Maritime Manager, upon whose vision everything has depended, and to Cornwall Rural Community Council and Cornwall Development Company without whose advice and professional support this would not have been possible”. 
Local Skipper Geoff Brown says: “This is fantastic news for the port of Newquay which has for many years suffered from a lack of investment. We have a thriving shellfishing fleet, the largest on the north coast, which indirectly employs in excess of 50 people. Hopefully the work will commence promptly so that our hard working fishermen can benefit from improved working conditions and safety facilities.   At the same time we will be able to enhance the visitor experience of Newquay Harbour which for so long has been the hub of the local community." he continued, "this is a great example of what can be achieved when everyone works together for the benefit of the town."
Chris Ridgers, Cornwall Council Cabinet Member for the Economy and Regeneration and Panel member for Seaside Towns Programme says: ““I’m pleased that the supporters of Newquay’s harbour have been successful in securing the funds to enable them to fulfil their ambition to ensure that the harbour plays an important part in the future prosperity of Newquay.  An active and vibrant harbour will make an important contribution to Cornwall’s fishing industry and also add value to the overall attractiveness of the local environment.  The efforts of a wide range of individuals, working to a common objective, is to be applauded.”
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European Fisheries Fund

Around £38 million investment has been made available through the European Fisheries Fund to help the English fishing fleet become more sustainable and profitable. The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) effectively delivers this funding to enable the sustainable development of English fishing communities.
More information about the MMO, and the EFF, is available from its website – www.marinemanagement.org.uk 

Seaside Towns Initiative 

Central government and Cornwall Council contributed £200,000 (£400,000 pot) in recognition that seaside towns have particular economic challenges and issues of deprivation. Selected seaside towns in Cornwall were invited to develop initiatives which will improve the visitor and local community experience and to submit proposals to Cornwall Council for appraisal by a decision panel comprising of tourism, economy and community leaders.




[image: image2.emf][image: image3][image: image4.png]



