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Press release

For immediate release (13th December 2011)
An avid audience of 270 learn tips from those who’ve successfully achieved funding 

Attendees at the joint Sita Cornwall Trust and East Cornwall Local Action Group held recently at the Royal Cornwall Showground in Wadebridge, were able to listen to speakers from several groups who’ve been through the funding process. 
Clive Vanstone, representing the newly refurbished Community Sports Pavilion in Kilkhampton, emphasised the point that groups seeking funding for projects in their locality should expect to show a local contribution. Clive commented ‘don’t expect everything to be funded, stressing the importance of flexibility. In Clive’s case the parish council and the football club pulled together nearly half of the total costs, clearly demonstrating local support. Clive then continued ‘use your contacts, and call in favours’, concluding that there are often people in the local community just waiting to rally round.   

The next speaker, Christine Hayden of St Cleer Memorial Hall, highlighted the essential element that any group applying for project funding needs, namely ‘to have good presentation, communication and determination’. Christine suggested getting other people to read applications prior to submission to ensure that they make sense and to keep dialogue going with funders, concluding ‘but you’ll also need to be determined, as it is unlikely you’ll get everything you want the first time you apply for funding’.  

Continuing the theme in the afternoon, Shane Sullivan of Charlestown Rowing Club echoed the comments made previously. He emphasised the need to plan projects thoroughly, saying ‘take time to think and focus on what is trying to be achieved, and then engage with other organisations as they could help you deliver your dreams’. Delegates were keen to know about how successful the Rowing Club had been gaining benefits from the Community Payback scheme run by the Probation Service. 

Throughout the day the 270 attendees were able to network and meet other successfully funded projects, as well as find out more about the new Sita Cornwall Flagship Fund launched by the Trust’s Chair Andrew Saunders. The Flagship Fund targets projects that are struggling to find match funding in the current climate, and is for a minimum of £100,000 and a maximum of £200,000, where SITA Cornwall Trust is the sole or major funder. Applications should be from viable organisations, wishing for a community facility that can demonstrate extensive consultation and community involvement, and provide clearly defined outcomes. For more information on the funds available including the Landfill Communities Fund visit the Trust’s website www.sitacornwalltrust.co.uk or call Wendy Reading, Fund Manager on 01579 346816. 

In her address, Kim Spencer, chair of the Local Action Group made reference to the importance of celebrating success being as important at project planning, as Kim said ‘it is so often easily overlooked when we all move on to the next thing to be done’. Kim then went on the highlight the opportunities to join the Local Action Group. As part, of the Local Action for Rural Communities Programme, a European Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) and DEFRA Programme, with Cornwall Development Company acting as the Accountable Body, Kim explained the Group ‘is formed of people like you. Ordinary people from a range of backgrounds wanting to give something back to their communities’. If you would like to know more about the Local Action Group, please contact the manager, Linda Emmett on 01208 265719.  

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

For more information on this press release and the East Cornwall Local Action Group please contact Linda Emmett, Local Action Group Manager

01208 265719 or 07528 983334 or linda.emmett@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 

Background Note
East Cornwall Local Action Group

The East Cornwall Local Action Group has been awarded £1.8m to deliver projects based in the East Cornwall Area that improve the quality of life in rural areas. East Cornwall covers the former districts of North Cornwall and Caradon, but excludes Bodmin and Saltash. 

The Local Action Group includes representatives from voluntary and community, public and private sector, with aim of enabling local communities to diversify and strengthen their local economy, and gain better access to services and the environment. Local Action in East Cornwall is part of the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE).

Rural Development Programme for England

This project is part financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013: Europe investing in rural areas. In England, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2007-2013 is delivered through the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE). It is an important part of the Common Agricultural Policy and helps create genuinely sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors, whilst bringing wider benefits for the economy, the environment and rural communities. It is the European Union's major investment route for protecting and enhancing the environment while securing a range of public benefits for society. Defra is the Managing Authority and is delivered in the region by the South West RDA, Natural England and the Forestry Commission. For more information, see www.sw-ruralgateway.info
Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company processes applications, monitors grants and holds itself ultimately responsible for the funds on behalf of the Local Action Group.

For more information please contact: Nicky Pooley Cornwall Development Company Pydar House, Pydar Street, Truro.  TR1 1EA 01872 322875 
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