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               August 31, 2011

INTERVIEW/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

Liv Garfield, chief executive of BT’s local network business Openreach, senior officials of Superfast Cornwall and young Cornish engineering apprentices will be at Bodmin Telephone Exchange, Crinnicks Hill, on Wednesday August 31 at 1pm to mark the opening of the new super-fast broadband engineering training centre. If you would like to send a representative, please contact Chris Orum in the BT press office on 0800 085 0660 (chris.orum@bt.com) 

TOP TELECOMS EXECUTIVE TO OPEN NEW SUPER-FAST BROADBAND 

TRAINING CENTRE IN BODMIN

More than 150 engineers including young Cornish apprentices

 to receive training

One of the UK’s leading telecoms executives will be in Cornwall on Wednesday August 31 to officially open a new super-fast broadband training centre for engineers in Bodmin.


Liv Garfield, chief executive of BT’s local network business Openreach, is due to tour the new centre and to meet some of the company’s young new Cornish engineer apprentices.


The centre, based in the BT telephone exchange building in Crinnicks Hill, Bodmin, will initially provide training for more than 150 engineers over the next 12 months. They will join those already working on the pioneering £132
 million Superfast Cornwall initiative which continues its ‘big build’ to roll out super-fast broadband across Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.
Those attending the training include eight young people from Cornwall, aged 18 to 25, who are all in the early stages of two-year apprenticeships.


Liv Garfield said: “The Superfast Cornwall initiative presents a huge and exciting engineering challenge. More than 130,000 kilometres of optical fibre will be installed in the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly network and in the coming years engineers will be installing super-fast broadband in tens of thousands of local homes and businesses.


“It is vital that we have highly-skilled engineers supported by the very latest training. The people undergoing the super-fast broadband training are a mixture of experienced engineers, new recruits and young apprentices.


“We have people undertaking training with a wide variety of backgrounds and experience and there is a universal enthusiasm for delivering this new technology to the highest possible standards. What they have in common is the recognition that this initiative offers a huge opportunity for boosting the future prosperity of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.”


Nigel Ashcroft, Superfast Cornwall programme director for Cornwall Development Company, which is managing the £1321 million private and public sector partnership, said: “I am delighted that Superfast Cornwall is not only delivering a big boost to the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly economy, but also helping build a local, highly-skilled engineering workforce. It is particularly heartening to see the apprenticeships being offered to young Cornish people during these difficult economic times. This is a wonderful opportunity for them to develop an engineering career with a technology geared to the future.” 


The eight apprentices were selected earlier this year from many hundreds who applied on-line. 


The Bodmin training centre contains a variety of demonstration equipment, including full size green cabinets of the type being installed in Cornish streets to provide super-fast broadband, optical fibre, routers and modems. The engineers will be using their skills to install super-fast broadband at homes and businesses and to develop and maintain the new fibre optic network.


One of the apprentices, James Miners, aged 24, a former broadcast journalist for BBC Radio Cornwall who lives in Newquay, said: “Becoming an engineering apprentice is a fantastic career opportunity and it’s great to be working on the first steps of the next generation network for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. It’s a very important development for this area.”


Superfast Cornwall, a partnership between BT, the European Convergence Programme, Cornwall Council and Cornwall Development Company, expects to make super-fast fibre-based broadband available to 80 - 90 per cent of homes and businesses in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly by the end of 2014. Alternative technologies, such as wireless and satellite, will be used to boost speeds in those areas where the roll-out of a super-fast fibre- based broadband service will not be technically or economically viable. 

                                                   ENDS

 The exact amount is dependent on demand for fibre broadband from local businesses and could be lower than £132 million.

Enquiries about this news release should be made to the BT Regional Press Office on 0800 085 0660. All news releases can be accessed at: http://www.btplc.com/News. 

For further information on the Superfast Cornwall programme visit www.superfastcornwall.org
Notes to Editors

Super-fast fibre optic broadband can be delivered as “fibre to the cabinet” (FTTC) or “fibre to the premises” (FTTP).  

FTTC is where the fibre connection is from the exchange to the street side cabinet with the remainder of the connection being over copper.  FTTC provides download speeds of up to 40Mbps and upload speeds of up to 10Mbps. Technical improvements should see these headline speeds roughly double during 2012.

FTTP is where the fibre connection runs all the way from the exchange to the customers premise.  This technology provides download speeds of up to 100Mbps and upload speeds of up to 30Mbps

.

BT believes that both services can provide substantially higher speeds in the future if there is sufficient commercial demand for higher speeds.

About the Convergence Programme

The Superfast Cornwall programme is part financed by the European Union with up to £53.5 million from the European Regional Development Fund Convergence Programme, through the South West Regional Development Agency. 

For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£374 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) Convergence Programmes and will run until 2013.

The ERDF Programme investment is intended to boost the region’s economy by providing focussed support for business creating better quality, higher paid jobs.

This support includes training and access to higher education, strengthening links between academia and business, improved IT infrastructure, additional high quality workspace and specialist support to boost business productivity.

About Cornwall Development Company 

Cornwall Development Company Ltd is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

Further information is available at www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk
About BT

BT is one of the world’s leading providers of communications services and solutions, serving customers in more than 170 countries.  Its principal activities include the provision of networked IT services globally; local, national and international telecommunications services to our customers for use at home, at work and on the move; broadband and internet products and services and converged fixed/mobile products and services.  BT consists principally of four lines of business: BT Global Services, BT Retail, BT Wholesale and Openreach.

In the year ended 31 March 2011, BT Group’s revenue was £20,076m with profit before taxation of £1,717m.

British Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of BT Group plc and encompasses virtually all businesses and assets of the BT Group.  BT Group plc is listed on stock exchanges in London and New York.  

For more information, visit www.btplc.com
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