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VisitCornwall joins forces with Rainforest Charity to “Green up” Summer Events

VisitCornwall, Cornwall Development Company’s official tourist board for the county is supporting local events to be super green by helping them to measure their carbon footprint and protect 40 acres of endangered rainforest in partnership with the charity Cool Earth.

First to sign up to the new initiative is Europe’s biggest surf, skate and music festival, Boardmasters, which takes place in Newquay this week (10th-14th August). The festival is committed to the green agenda and already goes beyond the usual ‘reduce, reuse, recycle’ practices through close links with public transport providers and local contractors, partnerships with local environmental charities and extra touches like the daily Beach Clean at Fistral Beach. (Further information in Editors Notes).

The Green Pathfinder project,  co-ordinated by Cornwall Development Company’s Low Carbon and VisitCornwall Teams , aims to improve the sustainability of festivals and events in Cornwall and protect endangered Amazonian rainforest. 

James Rodd from Relentless Energy Drink, Boardmasters in association with Vans says; “We’re protecting an area of rainforest with Cool Earth the size of our event ground, which will stop around 10,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions through preventing deforestation. Plus we’re working with VisitCornwall to measure the impact of the event. So we’re doing our bit to be sustainable and keep the planet cool, let’s hope other events think it’s a good idea and do the same.”

The emissions from the event, including the emissions generated by festival goers, will be captured from questionnaires undertaken by local Cool Earth volunteers throughout the festival.  The results will be analysed and used to create a baseline for the event and encourage actions to reduce the festival’s emissions year on year. On top of this, Boardmasters will be protecting an area of Amazonian rainforest the size of the festival venue with Cool Earth. 

Cool Earth director, Matthew Owen says; “Boardmasters is the first event in the UK to take charge of its carbon footprint in such a high impact way. The protection of 40 acres of rainforest will see the same amount of CO2 saved as 200,000 people flying from London to Newquay.”

Malcolm Bell, Head of Tourism at VisitCornwall, the Cornwall Development Company tourism service comments; “Boardmasters are working hard to reduce the amount of emissions by promoting public transport and reducing the number of people driving to the event. It is great that event organisers are taking the lead voluntarily. We hope this pilot can be rolled out and can pave the way for other events in Cornwall.”
The partnership has been warmly welcomed by Boardmasters’ artists. Norman Cook, Fatboy Slim, headlining act; “It’s good to know that a bit of Amazon has been protected on behalf of all the acts and the crowds at Boardmasters with Cool Earth – Cool idea.” 
Cool Earth will be bringing a rainforest theme to the View Stage and will be giving festival goers the chance to save a rainforest tree for just £1. www.coolearth.org    

To see the full details of the Boardmasters Music event please visit www.relentlessboardmasters.co.uk 

Ends

Notes to Editors
For interviews/stills/video contact: Kitty Jenkin kitty.jenkin@coolearth.org 01209 617730/ 07791020763 

For general enquiries contact: Sian Robbins, sian.robbins@visitcornwall.com 01872 322873

Sustainable Steps Taken by Sportsvision at Boardmasters. 

•
Partnering with National Express nationwide to promote public transport use to the event. 

•
A bus service from Newquay town centre to the festival site to minimise car use 

•
A direct footpath created between the site and Newquay town centre to encourage people to walk. Over 4000 people used this in 2010.

•
Local contractors used wherever possible to minimise transport

•
Event bicycles used wherever possible

•
Partnered with ‘goCarShare’ to promote car sharing.  

•
Green Car Tax of £5 per day or £8 for the weekend for those driving to the event. This goes towards Cornish pressure group Surfers Against Sewage.

•
All waste is sorted on site and where possible recycled

•
Event branding is reusable

•
Reduced number of PVC branding used by third parties
•
Promotional material printed from sustainable sources

•
All catering uses recycled packaging and recyclable utensils. 

•
Beer and cider is served in bottles that are recycled.  

•
Organic and local based caterers used wherever possible
•
Boardmasters partners with key environmental organisations including, Cool Earth, Surfers Against Sewage, the National Trust, and RSPB.

Cool Earth, Europe’s fastest growing environmental charity

· Since its launch in 2007, Cool Earth has protected 8.8 million mature rainforest trees and 38 million saplings in 200,000 acres of endangered rainforest.  This is the equivalent to 100,000 football pitches.  It has locked in 52 million tonnes of CO2.

· The charity has over 140,000 members in 14 countries.  

· Cool Earth works with local partners in Peru, Brazil and Ecuador to protect biodiversity, carbon and communities by halting the destruction of the world’s most endangered habitats.

Rainforest facts 

· Rainforest destruction accounts for as many CO2 emissions as the USA – a staggering six billion tonnes each year.

· 1.6 billion people depend on rainforests for their welfare and livelihoods, with 350 million of them living in rainforest communities.

· In the next 24 hours deforestation will release as much CO2 into the atmosphere as eight million people flying from London to New York.  That’s roughly 100 acres cleared every minute.

Cornwall Development Company / VisitCornwall / Low Carbon Team
· Cornwall Development Company (CDC) is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity with opportunity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. http://www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk 

· VisitCornwall is part of CDC and is the official tourist board for Cornwall. In addition it provides advice, guidance and marketing support for a range of tourism businesses and events. Through the membership scheme they offer a range of benefits to more than 1100 businesses across a variety of sectors: accommodation, attractions, restaurants, pubs, transport companies and activity providers. http://www.visitcornwall.com/. Cornwall welcomes an average 4.5 million visitors each year- that’s almost 8 times Cornwall’s population of 519,400 people (Tourism in Cornwall 1992 – 2008 report). Cornwall hosts over 150 hallmark events annually and major events are seen as economic drivers contributing significantly to the economy in Cornwall and adding to the cultural and heritage appeal of the county.

· CDC’s Low Carbon  Team supports Cornwall's transition to a low carbon economy, as well delivering a suite of European Projects.
Boardmasters 
· Cornwall’s only surf, skate and music festival returns to Newquay for its 30th Anniversary from 10th – 14th August 2011. Based at Fistral Beach and Watergate Bay, this hugely popular event attracts thousands of surf and music lovers alike. 

· In 2011 Cornwall Development Company and Cool Earth are working together with the event organisers at Relentless Boardmasters to measure, manage and minimise the environmental impact of this event. 

· See website for programme detail:  http://www.relentlessboardmasters.co.uk
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Cool Earth, Cornwall College, Trevenson Road, Redruth, TR15 3RD
                              Registered Charity: 1117978
“Cool Earth proves that anyone can make a difference on a big scale”, Sir Nicholas Stern        

““The great thing about Cool Earth is that its activities are focused on the first problem, deforestation.” Vivienne Westwood 
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