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August 4th 2011
Hundreds helped into work with social enterprise support.

A European Social Fund (ESF) Convergence investment that supports people back into work through social enterprises has helped almost 600 people into jobs in two years.

Cornwall Works for Social Enterprise receives ESF Convergence investment through Jobcentre Plus and is managed by Cornwall Development Company on behalf of Cornwall Council. Since 2008, almost 1500 people have been supported via the programme and 572 of those helped into work.

The Cornwall Works for Social Enterprise partners have been particularly successful in working with people who face multiple barriers in getting into work. The partners have exceeded all their targets even against the backdrop of recent global economic and financial turmoil.  

Carleen Kelemen, Director of the Convergence Partnership Office said: “Social enterprises play a vital role in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Their often innovative ambitions contribute to and support the diversity of our economy, including playing a key role in supporting people into work.

“Through their work with Fifteen Cornwall, Jobcentre Plus saw the potential to further exploit this innovation to help more people into work and used ESF Convergence investment to make this a reality.”

One highly successful example of this innovative support is Stuart Williams who now runs Redruth Community Radio from a studio at The Elms. Mr Williams, who lost his sight five years ago, recently became a graduate of Cornwall School for Social Entrepreneurs. Support for him included advance e mailing of all course material and transport to and from sessions and a radio production course.
In its first three months the station, which broadcasts daily, has already engaged with almost 30 volunteers who include the unemployed, long term sick and those with various disabilities. Accredited training is also provided – with eight already receiving sound and audio qualifications.

Stuart explains said, “Without the support of Cornwall SSE and the timetable of events to keep me focused on the project, I am sure it would not be at the stage it is today.”

In recognition of the key role that social enterprise can play in supporting people who need more intensive help, including people in workless households, delivery has been extended until 22 December.  The next phase of Jobcentre Plus ESF Convergence delivery, which has a focus on supporting workless families is currently out to tender and will commence towards the end of 2011.   
Chris Ridgers, Cornwall Council cabinet member for Economy and Regeneration, said, “Some of the achievements here are truly inspiring. Social enterprises are key to a successful, diverse Cornish economy and this partnership project is having a fantastic impact on people’s lives across Cornwall.”

This part of a much wider role for social enterprises in our economy - there are about 700 social enterprises in Cornwall with 120 registered Community Interest Companies.

Unlike traditional business models, social enterprises reinvest a percentage of their profit back into the business or into community projects. The Eden Project and Fifteen Cornwall are high profile examples of success that attract worldwide attention and business.
COPY ENDS

For further information please contact:
Kirsty Miles, Corporate Communications, Cornwall Development Company.

Tel: 01872 322924 / 07891 700068.
Redruth Community Radio. Tel: 01209 698005

http://redruthradio.co.uk/ 
Clare Morgan, Media Relations Manager for the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Tel: 01872 223439 / 07973 813647.

Email: cmorgan@cornwall.gov.uk
Editors’ notes:

CWSE original investment = £4.2million ESF Convergence.
Extension until December 22nd 2011 investment = £572,250 ESF Convergence.
Convergence:
· For further information see: www.convergencecornwall.com
· Convergence helpline telephone: 0800 0280120.

· In Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly the Convergence programmes are made up of European Regional Development Fund (£391 million) and European Social Fund (£153 million) and will run until 2013.
Cornwall Development Company

Cornwall Development Company is the economic development company for Cornwall Council and its mission is to achieve sustainable prosperity for all in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.  

Further information is available at www.cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk  
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