[image: image1.jpg]C

VisitCornwall



[image: image2.jpg]’ CORNWALL




MEDIA RELEASE
6th April 2011
The Azores & Back Race - The Largest Ocean Going Race to

Leave Great Britain in 2011
Amazing views and fun for all the family is guaranteed in Falmouth, Cornwall on 4th June when the vibrant maritime town plays host the start of the spectacular Azores and Back Race (AZAB),  sponsored by Red Ensign, the largest offshore race to leave British shores this year.
Around 60 yachts from ten different countries  will set off from Falmouth to Ponta Delgada on Sao Miguel in the Azores, the town is guaranteed to be a visual feast and Pendennis Castle, overlooking the bay, will be central to the activity as it fires a canon to signify the start of the race at 1pm. 
Malcolm Bell, Head of Tourism at VisitCornwall, the Cornwall Development Company tourism service, comments: “This event only happens every four years and we are delighted to celebrate what will be its 10th anniversary. The bustling town of Falmouth has an unique mix of specialist art and antique shops as well as an abundance of cafés, restaurants and hotels making it the perfect start location for this impressive event which we look forward to sharing with visitors.”
“The AZAB has a reputation as an event which combines a serious challenge with real fun and camaraderie” comments Colin Drummond, AZAB Race Director for the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club. The race covers a distance of 2,400 miles in total and is unique among short-handed events in that it can be sailed either single or double-handed.”

A brief stopover to re-provision and with the option of a crew change in the Azores will see the return leg leave the Azores on 21st June. The Azores archipelago is an ideal destination - distant enough to provide a real challenge within a four to six week time-limit and to be pleasantly "foreign" on arrival with a course clear of major shipping lanes.
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Notes to Editors

VisitCornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, a local authority company controlled by Cornwall Council. 

VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns. 

The Azores & Back yacht race began in 1975 and is held every four years. Organised by the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club in Falmouth and Club Naval in Punta Delgada in the Azores, this years event will see a record number of yachts taking part thanks to the expansion of harbour facilities in the Azores. The race is open to yachts with a length overall from 9m to 18.5m and covers  a course of just less than 2500 miles of ocean, approximately 1220 miles on each leg. The race  has been the inspiration for many sailors to take the first step into ocean racing.
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For further information  see www.azab2011.co.uk or please contact: 
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